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A Lost Kingdom 
By Ellen Hamlin Butler 


OD. gave my soul a duty, and my day 
From year to year he filled with long routine. 
I labored as a slave who must obey, 
Yet chafes at life grown trivial and mean. 
“Father,” I prayed, “if I this task, 
Wilt thou not one day give to me the sphere Task?” 


At last the welcome summons called me hence: 
Another entered. in to fill my place. 

He met its toil with love’s omnipotence ; 
He made each act a ministry of grace ; 

And suddenly revealed unto mine eyes 

The favor of the Lord which I had dared despise. 


Such hope, such courage, such delight he brought 
Unto his service, that it seemed indeed 
An angel’s mission, and his fellows caught 
New inspiration for their spirit-need. 
My prayer was granted, but I wept to see 
Another wear the crown once © daily offered me. 


Bancor, ME. 





Overflowing with God 

It does not require great capacity to be mightily 
used by Jesus Christ. But it does require great re- 
ceiving,—that is, a receiving up to and beyond the 
limit of our capacity, however little or great that may 
be. ~For, as has been often truly said, a thing cannot 
overflow until it is completely filled. The overflow 
does not begin until the filling is finished. Moreover, 
for overflow purposes, which is all ‘that we Christians 
are in the world for, the being filled with Christ must 
not only be completed ‘once, but must be steadily 
continued, as an unceasing process. For when the 
overflow has passed off, the overflow will cease unless 
more is poured in. So it is that Christ's power to 
use us for infinite blessing tothe world depends not at 
all on our capacity. A lowly-spirited Christian had 
the truth of it when she said: ‘<I cannot ‘hold very 
much; but I can overflow a great deal.’’ °And the 
hopelessness of attempted sharing of the Water of 
Life on any other terms than Christ's complete occu- 
pancy of our lives was expressed in other words by 
Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman when he said: ‘‘God~witl 
never use you as a soul-winner until he has a// there 


is s of you: NEVER!'’ Our all may be very little, 
but, when Christ has filled it with himself, he can over- 
flow through us into others unto all the fulness of God. 
ya 

Vision through Helplessness 

We see Christ most clearly when our conscious- 
ness of helplessness is keenest. As the three Hebrews 
stood in the midst of the furious, death-dealing flames 
of the fiery furnace, having seen the heat of those 
flames strike dead the men who had cast-them in; 
they were probably more acutely conscious of their 
own personal helplessness than at any moment before 
in their life. And it. seems safe to believe that their 
vision of God was brighter just then than it had ever 
been before. Such helplessness, realized and ac- 
knowledged, constitutes the attitude of surrender to 
Christ which lets Christ fill the whole horizon and 
outlook of our being. And we may, if we will, live 
always in the same consciousness of helplessness and 
the vision and keen consciousness of God as our only 
hope and life that the three Hebrews, had in the 
center of the flames. The moment we. qualify our 
helplessness, the moment we count omrselves able 
at any slightest atom of our being, that moment 
our consciousness and vision of Christ is dimmed. 
Christ. cannot be seen through any self-sufficiency. 
Only through the helplessness which counts self dead 
can Christ’ show us hid’ giéry as he would, 


x 


Addition by Subtraction | 

Of certain things, the more of them we lose, the 
more we have. This is particularly true of the giving 
of our money to worthy causes. The more we give 
up ‘for others the more we have for ourselves. This 
does not necessarily mean that every dullar we give we 
shall receive back with interest, although God does 
seem to be able to prosper the one who rightly uses 


< 


his substance. But it means that the n who has 
learned the deep, lasting pleasure of giving has in- 
finitely more real satisfaction from what he conscien- 
tiously uses himself, than the one who tries to keep 
all’-he has and possesses none of it. A business man 
in a large eastern city, who was one of the first to put 
foreign missionaries on the pay-roll of his firm, gave 
the following reason for this practise: ‘I early 
learned,'’ he said, ‘‘that I must give my money away 
as I earned it, or ‘it would soon own me instead of my 
owning it. It is only as I keep giving that I own 
what I have." Have we, of. small as well as large 
means, learned the joy of this true possession ? 


a“ 
From Depths to Heights 


-.No man ought ever to be satisfied with doing 
well merely in spite of his special weaknesses, That 
does not satisfy Christ's plan for him. Christ's plan 
is that each man’s points of greatest weakness shall, 
not be kept under, but become his points of greatest 
strength. Is not this, indeed, the most surpassing 
wonder-work of our Saviour, the gladdest note in the 
Good News of God? To be made strongest where you 
know you are weakest: have you let Christ realize 
that for yourself? Said John R. Mott to the college 
students at Northfield last June: ‘‘I' ve known men 
to come up here trembling with defeat who to-day are 


setting other'mgn free | »\'ve known’ moral lepers to 
come here to ‘Nor field who have gone away fountains 
of purity."’ What is your besetting sin, your worst 


weakness? ~No matter how long you -have known 
Christ, he can still so recreate you that for the rest of 
your life on earth you may let Christ bless other lives by 
telling them the wonderful story of how he turned this 
bondage of yours into lasting liberty. Unless he can do 
it, he is notChrist, Buthecan ; andhe is only waiting 
for you to let him. The God who enters your life in 
Christ is a God ‘‘who giveth life to the dead, and 
calleth the things that are not, as though they were."’ 


ad 


Shall We Welcome Temptation ? 


WO questions about our attitude toward tempta- 
tion are likely to arise, as we try to think through 
this ever-present experience. Are we to shun 

temptation as an evil? Are we to welcome it as a 
means of training?, On the one hand is the prayer 
that Christ taught his disciples to pray, ‘* Lead us 
not into temptation’’ ; on the other hand is the open- 
ing counsel of James’ epistle, ‘‘Count-it all joy, my 
brethren, when ye fall into manifold temptations’’ (or 
trials). Are we, then, to pray that we shall not be led 
into the position concerning which James counsels ‘‘all 
joy’’? Are we to be filled with joy, when that into 
which Jesus taught his disciples to pray that God might 
not lead them is the state in which we find ourselves ? 
Let us look first at the prayer-teaching of Christ. 
Temptation is testing.. To endure a test, to pass 
through it a victor, indeed makes one stronger for 
the next test. But Christ knows how weak we are, 
and this he remembers as he teaches us to pray... The 
bank-teller who has a weakness for money might 
well pray that God would protect him from the test- 
ing that would be sure to come to him if his superiors 
were inclined to be careless, and kept no track of his 
work. The dull student in college might well pray 
that in the examination hall God-would spare him 
from sitting next to a bright student who would spread 
out his answers in plain sight], But could God not 
give strength for meeting such occasions? He could ; 
but the Saviour knew that man does not always lay 
hold of that fact. Therefore a test has its dangers, 
frown which man, in his weakness, may rightly pray to 
be delivered... Does any one seriously believe that 
Christ ought to have taught his disciples to pray for 





the privilege of being tempted? Should he have said 
to the three in Gethsemane; ‘‘ Watch and pray that 
ye may enter into temptation whensoever ye can ; the 
spirit indeed is willing and the flesh is strong'’ ? 
Such a command as that would be contrary to Christ's 
perfect understanding of our humanity. To seek, by 
prayer, freedom from what might give dangerous op- 
portunity to our weaknesses is a duty now, as in the 
days of the apostles. 

But if that is true, how could James write as he did 
about temptation, or testing? How can one actually 
‘«count it all joy’’ when temptations multiply? One 
does not need to seek far for an answer. To the true- 
hearted follower of the tempted Christ the manifold- 
ing, the multiplying, of testings is not the enmeshing 
of the soul in tightening cords that bind and strangle, 
but it is a many-voiced challenge to the reality of the 
fellowship of that tempted soul with Christ. And 
herein is abounding joy through the glad certainty 
that Christ is so gloriously, transcendently equal to 
the struggle, that through faith we may find in him a 
more than sufficient answer to that challenge. For 
in the triumph of that fellowship which is always 
under the test in any temptation there is unspeakable 
joy, such as the human soul can experience in no 
other way. Because of our weaknesses we do not pray 
for temptation. Because of his strength we cannot 
do less than rejoice when that strength has special 
opportunity in any need of ours. 

James reminds us that we know already at least one 
reason why we may have joy when we are hard 
‘pressed by temptation,—the fact that the proving of 
our faith in this way ‘‘worketh.patience’’ ; or as 
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otherwise translated, ‘‘ stedfastness."’ In other words, 
if we do fall into a maze of testings, earnestly as we 
might have desired to avoid such a position, when we 
are really there, and the t is on, there will be a 
trying out of our faith which in turn will bring about 
the stedfastness that marks a well-rounded character, 


But some one may say at this point, ‘‘ Are you not 

ilously near the argument offered to-day by the 
see men when they say that to take away the 
saloon weakens the character of young men who 
would otherwise by resisting the saloon ?"’ 
Not within a million miles of it! For there is all the 
difference in the world between choosing temptation 
for one’s self (or furnishing it for others), as a strength 
test, and falling involuntarily into it The man who 
cannot swim is a fool if he chooses to risk his life in 
deep water on the supposition that he will find swim- 
ming a good exercise. Even the good swimmer 
is a fool if he risks his life unnecessarily in the 
water. But if one falls overboard, and makes a 
valiant effort, and is rescued by a friend, the age 
of his faith in that friend helps to establish the 
stedfastness of their fellowship, and there is abun- 
dant reason for joy over the experience. The yonng 
man who visits a saloon to see how strong he is, or 
the man who puts the saloon in another's way as an 
exerciser of spiritual muscle, is proving his folly and 
not his faith, The young man who must visit a sa- 
Joon on a God-given mission, and is there tempted 
by the Devil, can indeed find ‘all joy’’ in his expe- 
rience, and a proving of his faith, and a new stedfast- 
ness in Christ. 

One bright summer morning a thirteen-year-old boy 
had his eye seriously injured by an explosion. He 
was far away from adequate hospital service. Many 
hours and perhaps.days must elapse before he could 
know whether the injured eye could be saved, or 
whether indeed he might lose both eyes. He was by 
temperament nervous and apprehensive ; but from 
the moment of the explosion he was unwontedly calm. 
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tested. He 
as if he must jump out of bed and run, and that he 
hadn't the to take the ether at all. When he 
was asked how he had been enabled to -be 
about it, and so steady, he said that he had- been 
resting in Christ, and that strength had come as each 
new need had come. . a 

His faith was most childlike, One who was with 
him spoke tenderly of the sure presence of Christ, and 
the boy looked up with a bright ‘‘Of course !’’ as 


though somewhat surprised that any one could sup- 


pose he needed any reminder of that. And after he 
was out among his playmates oncé more, and the loss 
of the eye had been even more clearly realized. than 
ever, he said one day to his father that the new near- 
ness to Christ was worth it all. He wrote to a loved 
aunt of his that the week of his accident had been 
‘*the greatest week of my life, and I know there are 
greater weeks yet to come.’’ So a child's faith found 
oy in Christ's fellowship in time of severest testing 
thing he had known. © 

In simple'childlike faith, why may we not ‘‘count 
it all joy’” when the testings of life can so reveal to 
us the blessed Christ in his fulness of grace and sus- 
taining indwelling? In the shadow of our frailty we 
do well to pray after the manner in which Christ 
taught his disciples to pray, ‘‘ lead us not into temp- 
tation.’’ In the widening glory of his presence, com- 
ing like the dawn into our shadowed lives, we do well 
to ‘‘ count it all joy’’ when we may walk with him as 
our light and life through every testing-time victori- 
ously, ~ 





A Victorious Life Defeated: Why? 


There is no suffering in human experience like 
that of a soul that has tasted the ‘‘ heavenlies,’’——the 
riches of the Christ-filled life,—and then lost them. 
Twat this experience is a common one, many and tmhany 
an aching heart can testify. What is the cause of it? 
Is there a remedy for it? ‘This burdened question- 
ing is voiced for others as for herself by a Minnesota 
reader, who writes : 

It is a little more than two years ago that I accepted Christ 
as Lord and Master ; before that time I was merely a nominal 
Christian. ‘Two years of that period since my conversion 
have been years of brilliant victory. The temptations and 
sins that worried and marred my life seemed to have vanished. 

But a change has again come into my life ; the old sins have 

asserted themselves ; temptation haunts me like a nightmare ; 
and a dread of what the future will be if this continues has 
seized me. 
: ‘This change has obtained for the last four or five months. 
I am at a loss to know what todo, I've tried to analyze it; 
and when I believed that I had succeeded in discovering a 
remedy, the old sin would again be yielded to. 

What must I do to be saved? Surrender my life wholly to 
Christ? I thought I had, to a degree sufficient to lead others 
to him. To surrender my life absolutely would mean, to my 
mind, a willingness to do whatever would influence others for 
good ; and at this point I hesitate. The last thing in the 
world, probably, that I would desire to do would be to identify 
myself with the Salvation Army. And while I pray that they 
may be successful, I know that to do more would mean a renun- 
ciation of my present associations. This, then, is the thing that 
will hinder absolute surrender. 

I want and need your counsel. 

*«What must I do'to be saved-?"’ is the cry of many 
a Christian. Like this one, many have accepted salva- 
tion from the future-world death-penalty of their sins, 
but they are not saved from sinning, now and here. 
Not only do they occasionally sin, but they realize 
that they are under the dominion of sin. They pray, 
they question, they analyze, they struggle: and they 
keep on failing. Why? 

For the same reason that this inquirer has given as 
the cause of her own failure : they have not yielded 
to Christ, and then trusted him completely for the 
outcome. They may think that they have ; but if 
habitual sin at points of recognized weakness con- 
tinues, they have not yielded: the sin is their unan- 
swerable evidence. 

For yielding to Christ means complete surrender. 
It means an unconditional abandonment of self and 


all sélf-interests, now and forever. Not. only how, 


but forever, We did it yesterday, or last month, or 
two years ago ; and we wonder why the blessed fruits 
are not assured to us forever. It is because the yield- 
ing has not been continued ; it has been withdrawn 
at some point, or it is being habitually broken by us. 
Then victory, liberty from the dominion of sin, joy, 
fruit-bearing, come to an end as surely as the light 
dies out of the electric bulb when at some point the 
circuit is broken—is not surrendered as a yielded 
channel to the current of electricity. 

The refusal to surrender, to Christ's directing and 
determining, the single matter mentioned in this 
letter, will block for us the joys and riches of heaven 
and let in the bitterness and defeats of hell. ‘* Christ 
is either Lord of all, or he is not Lord atall.’’ A 
microscopic atom consciously withheld from his con- 
trol, and he cannot lead us in triumph. It makes 
not a particle of difference what it is that is withheld. 
It may be seemingly the veriest trifle. Or it may be 
a far-reaching change in one’s life-work. Either one 
unsurrendered makes a life of triumph impossible. 

Christ may not want this disciple of his ever to enter 
the Salvation Army. Or he may. Of one thing she 
can be certain: she will never know his will for her 
in this matter until she has surrendered her will to his, 
and has told him that, if he does wish it, she will re- 
nounce her present associations and enter that life. 
If it is Christ’s desire that she should, she will never 
find: joy, or peace, or victory, or entire usefulness, 
anywhere else. And the blessed mystery and fact of 
real surrender to Christ, with the replacement of our 
lifé by Christ, is this: that we then wan? to do his 
will. When completely surrendered, if this follower 
of Christ finds that he wants to use her in the Salva- 
tion Army, nothing in the universe could prevent her 
going into it. She will go then with a tingling joy, a 
bounding eagerness, a liberty from sin, a power for 
souls, that are found only in the heart of God. Re- 
nunciation? She'll laugh at the word. Sacrifice? 
She won't know its meaning. Costliness? There is 
no costliness in doing Christ's full will—except to 
him. He, and he alone, has paid all the cost. 

The earlier part of the experience described in this 
letter, which is such a common one, is probably ac- 
counted for by the fact that at first nothing was con- 


into this } <iucifa sith en” tacks Gecentien 
to 
of an entire change of mnted the disci- 


y. will spring into full life again when the simple 
But the test of a-surrendered, Christ-masvered life 


is not a ** wi to do whatever would influence 
others for good,’’ but simply a willingness to do God's 
will, His will may call us into a where we 
seem to have little or no op ty to influence 
others for ' ‘That is an unimportant detail : the 
doing of s will is the supreme and enly thing. 
And the unsurrendered life can never be sure of know- 
ing what God's will is, except that is always to sur- 


For those who have known and lost the best riches 
of their Christian life, a book that takes up these 
points with great clearness, simplicity, sanity, and 
Scriptural soundness, is James H. McConkey's 
** Threefold Secret of the Holy Spirit... 2 The third 
section of the book is on ‘‘Abiding,’’ and deals par- 
ticularly with the sustaining or restoring of the full 
fruits of the Spirit's indwelling fulness. The progres- 
sive character of surrender is clearly shown by Mr. 
McConkey : that, while a person may surrender com- 
arg to the extent of his light at that time, he will 

led on to see more and more in his life that needs 
to be surrendered ; and only ashe thus continues to 
surrender more can the fruits of his first surrender be 
retained. In other words, the more we surrender, the 
more we shall see to surrender. Complete surrender 
always shows the need of completer surrender. But 
Christ honestly yielded to is sufficient even for this. 


Pat 
Doing Right Among Wrong-Doers 


It is an easy matter to state two sides of the 
truth in such a way that they seem to be flatly eon- 
tradictory. Yet both statements may be needed. A 
Pennsylvania reader finds two such statements in 
these columns, and inquires about them : 

.*) Fhere are two replies in your Notes on Open Letters which 
I cannot reconcile, as.I fail to.see the difference in the condi- 
tions that,démands the different replies. 

In the paper of June 17, in a reply on ‘‘ Giving Outright to 
the Lord,** occur thes¢ words :**' It ‘seems questionable whether 


’ aminister ought ever to absent himself, on principle, from any 


affair given by his church, unless it should be of such acharacter 
that he felt called upon to resign from that church. He must 
be the sympathizing, warm-hearted, human friend of every 
one of his flock, as suoh he can probably be better used 
of God if he mingles freely with the people, even at their mis- 
guided and unworthy church fairs, money-raising suppers, and 
the like, than if he sternly absents himself.’’ 

In the paper of July 8, under ‘‘ Sunday Motoring and Driv- 
ing,”’ these words occur: ‘‘ Many a minister has lost influence 
with the very people he wanted to reach, by mistakenly sup- 
posing-that they would be readier to follow him if he came 
down to their level."* 

Will you kindly enlighten me wherein the difference lies ? 

We ought often to be with people who are doing 
wrong. But we ought never to do the wrong that 
such people are doing. That simple principle should 
solve the Pennsylvania reader’s puzzle, as it will often 
solve the same puzzle for us in actual life. 

Christian people have no right to cut themselves off 
from those who do not see or do God's will. Christ's 
followers seem to be in the world for the sake of 
those very people. But Christian people have a right, 
and a duty, to refrain from going contrary to God's 
will themselves. 

For example, a minister who is seeking to show 
his people the gain of outright giving instead of holding 
church fairs may, if his people still insist on the un- 
worthier method, properly be with them at their church 
fair. _He would do well to decline to purchase any- 
thing there, but may say that he prefers to give outright 
his own contribution to the cause for which the fair 
is held. . Yet that minister would not properly join a 
group of his people in a theater party, or in a drink- 
ing bout. If a minister believes that smoking is 
a harmful and degrading practise for any man, he 
will only hurt his influence with men who smoke if 
he smokes himself. But that does not mean that he 
will leave a roomful of men if some of them start 
smoking. 

We are to be in the world, not of the world. We 
are to mingle freely, in warm-hearted companionship, 
with those whose lives are not yielded to Christ ; but 
we are never to grieve Christ as we seek thus to carry 
him to others. His own example, as a man who 
lived unstained in close companionship with publicans 
and sinners, is a safe one for us to follow. 





1To be obtained free of charge from Fred Kelker, P. O. Box 216, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
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Missionadiee’ Deliverances’ from ‘Wild Animals 


Ba. Pelle My Resin, 


in an investigation coverin than ten years, 
there is not on record a single case of a missionary 
attacked by snakes or animals in which God did ~ 
interpose to save his servant from death. The 
liar promises in Luke 10 : 19 and Mark 16: 1 
not, apparently, cease with apostolic times. 

Yet the loss of life on the sate deals tes such 
causes is ng._ In 1900, in India alone, 3, 
sons sd thned by wild animals and 25,837 died See 
snake-bites. But no one of these was a missi 
- In Africa, during the construction of the Uganda 
Railway there was a reign of terror lasting for months, 
owing to the depredations of man-eating lions. 
Though great ons were taken, scores of natives 
and some white men, including members of the rail- 
way staff, were boldly carried off. One bloodthirsty 
brute actually forced its way into the inspection car of 
Superintendent Ryall, and, snatching him from his 
berth, carried him off to the bush, where next day his 
body was found, partly devoured. During this ter- 
rible time, though many missionaries passed over the 
route, not one of them was harmed. 

From all parts of the mission field come stories of 
deliverances so great that they would seem to be-mira- 
cles. A few of these are herewith given. 


Mrs. Scudder in the Tigers’ Lair.—While on a long 
journey across India, Dr. John Scudder, the first medi- 
‘cal missionary from America, contracted jungle | fever, 
and it was thought “he could not live. “When word 
reached Mrs. Scudder she borrowed a tent, laid in a 
stock of provisions, hired the necessary: bearers; and 
started to him at once, taking her little son with her. 

The way led through a dense jungle infested. by 
wild beasts. But all went well until night came on, 
when the bearers became so terrified at the growling 
of the tigers that they suddenly fled. 

With no human arm to protect her, the defenseless 
woman spent the long hours of that lonely night in 
prayer. Again and again she heard the tread of'wild 
elephants and the low, menacing growls of tigers not 
far away. ‘‘All night long,’’ says her brother, ‘‘they 
seemed to be circling around the spot where she 
knelt, ready to spring upon her and her child. But 
God held them back. 

In the morning the bearers returned, and the journey 
was resumed. - At its close, Mrs. Scudder found the 
crisis past and her husband convalescent. 


Louis Dahne and the Serpent.—One evening, about 
the year 1757, a young Moravian named Louis 
Dahne, who was at work among the Arawak Indians of 
South America, went into his hut to rest awhile in his 
hammock. On entering the door, he saw a large 
snake descending from a shelf near the roof to attack 
him. In the scuffle that followed, the snake bit him 
on the head and twined itself several times around his 
neck. Supposing he was about to die, and knowing 
his Indians would be charged with the deed, he seized 
a piece of chalk and wrote on his table, ‘‘A serpent 
has killed me,"’ 

Then suddenly remembering the promise in Mark, 
‘« They shall take up serpents, and... it shall in no 
wise hurt them,’’ he seized the creature with great 
force, and, tearing it loose, flung it out of the hut. 
This done, he ‘‘lay down to rest in the peace of 
God,’’ and felt no harm whatever: 


Delivered from Lions and Rhinoceri.—During his 
first years in Africa, Mr. Willis R. Hotchkiss, of the 
Friends’ Africa Industrial Mission, had many danger- 
ous encounters with lions, rhinoceri, and snakes. 

One morning, while crossing a ravine with a small 
patty of natives, five lions were discovered on a rocky 
platform jutting out from the hillside about two hun- 
A clump of trees at the 
crest of the ridge offered protection, but the ascent 
must be made in full view of the lions. 

As the men started up, the lions began to pace to 


did 
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When to live is Christ, to die is gain; and death in 
any form is a welcome call to those who are eager 
for more of Christ. Yet God seems to have willed 
be subject -to death from wild animals; and this 
‘paper presents striking evidence of the fact. On 
the ether hand, let us note the message of the Rev. 
G. A. Johnston Ross, in this issue, as he interprets 
kind of physical death is a wholly unimportant de- 
tail'to the Christian. God can save if he-wills; ‘* but 
if not,” with the three Hebrew heroes, we will 
move on into any danger rejoicing. 





and fro and give vent-to low, menacing growls that 
meant danger. Escape seemed impossible ; never- 
theless, keeping their eyes on the lions, the men made 
for the trees as fast as they dared. Presently, to their 
great relief, the lioness trotted off, taking her three 
full-grown cubs with her. As she.was the dangerous 
factor in the situation, Mr. Hotchkiss now dared to 
turn for an instant to see how near they were to the 
trees. To his dismay he found two huge rhinoceri 
blocking the way. To add to the peril an instant 
later the lioness reap and, with a blood-curdling 
roar, came bounding down the hillside toward them. 

The first impulse was to-run ; the second, a wiser 
one, to fire, But the lioness proved an uncertain 
target, and the men did not aim very well. One 
bullet took effect, slightly wounding her, but soon the 
ammunition gave out. In this extremity Mr. Hotch- 
kiss turned:to God. 

«With empty rifle in one hand and hunting-knife 
itt the othr, *’ Aie-says, "1 lifted mp,that.mightiest-of 
Salk weaponts— prayer,’ Not a nicely formylated prayer 

‘outhere was. not: time. for that—but~just. the wordless 
expression of a desperate need. But it was enough. 
The infuriated beast had gotten within seventy yards, 
when, without apparent cause—but God—she. sud- 
denly turned at right angles and dashed away. The 
day of miracles past? Never! 

When it was all over, they turned to look for the 
rhinoceri. But they too had disappeared, having 
been frightened, doubtless, by either the bam, fae 
lioness or the noise of the rifles. 


A Bicycle Race With Three Lions.—On his second 

‘journey to Uganda, the Rev. R. P. Ashe, a co-worker 
of the immortal Mackay, made use of his bicycle, or 
**iron donkey,’’ as the natives called it. 
** One morning, about ten o'clock, while riding far 
in advance of the porters, he suddenly became aware 
that large animals of some sort were galloping along 
by his side, Though the path was a fairly good one, 
he was marking it carefully, scarcely daring to take 
his eyes off it for an instant, not knowing what might 
be ahead, But, curious to know what his compan- 
ions might be, he now turned for an instant, and 
found there three magnificent lions ! They were not 
more than twenty or thirty yards away, and keeping 
parallel with him. 

For a hundred yards or so they kept it up. Then, 
after standing still for a moment and eyeing the 
strange white apparition that moved along so noise- 
lessly, they turned at right angles and bounded away. 
Several times they stopped and looked back, evi- 
dently in doubt as to whether they had been wise to 
run away and lose a good dinner. But at iength they 
disappeared in the bush, leaving Mr. Ashe in peace. 


A Wrestle With - Leopard.—In the early part of the 
last century a great deal of trouble was experienced at 
Groenekloof, a Moravian mission station among the 
Hottentots in South Africa, with hyenas, which con- 
stantly ravaged the flocks. So many sheep and goats 
were carried off that in August, 1811, John Henry 
Schmidt, the missionary in charge, started out with a 
party of natives to rid the place of the pest. 

Early in the chase one hyena was wounded, but it 
got away and could not be found. After a long 
search Schmidt decidéd to go home, but suddenly the 
dogs set up a furious barking, and the people began 
shouting. Thinking the hiyéna had been found, 
Schmidt hurried to the spot. _ To his dismay he found 
that the dogs had stafted a leopard. 


Fity Misienary 
IPE & Srarg 





Terrified beyond measure all the Hottentots ran 


for their lives, te ceding aeons & named Philip. 
Instantly the leopard him, pinning him 
to the ground veyed t Schmidt could not 


shoot without auch & re | His attempts to rescue 
the poor fellow soon drew the leopard’s attention to 
himself, and it turned _— him, attacking him at 
such a close range he cou ~ use his gun. Then 
began a life-and-death 

Lifting his arm, Schmidt Sted off the first blow, 
but the cruel jaws snapped around his elbow, and the 
huge paws tore the clothing from his breast. Then, 
like Samson, ‘‘ the spirit of Jehovah came mightil 
upon him,"’ and clutching the leopard’s throat with 
one hand and its forepaw with the other, he threw 
the beast to the ground and planted his knee on its 
breast. 

The cries of the two men soon brought assistance, 
and one of the natives, pointing his gun under 
Schmidt's arm, shot the leopard through the heart, 
and the fearful struggle ended. Schmidt was terribly 
lacerated, and for a time his life was despaired of, 
but eventually both he and Philip entirely recovered. 


Menaced by Rattlesnakes.— During his long journeys 
among the North American Indians, David Zeisberger 
had many perilous encounters with rattlesnakes. 

One of these occurred in 1750 while canoeing down 
the Chemung River. Discovering a flock of wild 
turkeys on shore, Zeisberger guided his canoe to the 
bank, and, taking his rifle, crept noiselessly through 
the tall grass. But soon a well- hase sound brought 
him to a sudden halt. A moment later a huge rattle- 
snake darted forward and bit him in the leg. Had it 
not been for the thick buckskin leggings he wore it 
would doubtless have cost him his life. 

About a year before his death, while living in 


-Goshen, Ohio, he awoke one morning to find a large 


rattlesnake coiled up under his pillow. 
there all night, yet had not harmed him. 


Between Two Foes.—One morning, while Robert 
Moffat was on a journey in South Africa, he left the 
wagons and started out in quest of game. Before 
long he wounded an antelope, and while pursuing it 
suddenly discovered an African tiger-cat1 glaring at 
him between the forks of a tree behind which it was 
hiding. It was turning and twisting its long, spotted 
body like a cat about to spring upon a mouse. _, 

Having nothing but shot left in his gun, Moffat 
began to move about as though hunting for something 
in the grass, meanwhile keeping his eye on the tiger 
and retreating as fast as he dared, But alas! unable 
to look where he stepped, he unwittingly trod on a 
cobra asleep in the grass. Instantly the enraged rep- 
tile coiled itself around his leg, and threw itself into 
position to bite. But Motiat was too quick for it. 
Leaping from the ground he dragged it with him, 
and, without turning around, threw his gun over his 
shoulder and shot it dead. It measured six feet. 


Still Other Incidents.—Stories such as the foregoing 
could be given almost without number. John Hecke- 
welder, a co-worker of Zeisberger, in recounting the 
special providences of God in his behalf, tells of many 
encounters with panthers and rattlesnakes in which 
he was marvelously preserved from danger. George 
L, Mackay recounts no less than six occasions in which 
he was in imminent danger from poisonous reptiles 
in Formosa, and Jacob Chamberlain tells fascinating 
stories of many escapes from tigers and cobras in India. 
Dr. House in Siam and Dr. Nassau in Africa had en- 
counters with elephants that well-nigh cost them their 
lives, and Gertrude Egede had a narrow escape from a 
polar bear in Greenland. 

David Livingstone’s famous encounter with the 
lion that crunched the bones of his arm was not the 
only one he had with the ‘‘ king of beasts’’ and other 
vicious creatures in Africa. And Bishop Hanning- 
ton’s first journey to Uganda was a succession of 
miraculous escapes from lions and snakes that op- 
posed him on land, and hippopotami that chased 
him on water. Yet it was savage men, not savage 
beasts, that took his life at the last. 


It had been 


1 Though Moffat, in telling the story, calls it an “‘ African tiger,”’ it 
was probably a leopard. 


Scuenecrapy, N. Y. 
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Man Who Dared 


By the Rev. William Ewing, M.A. 





SERENE and majestic figure is that of Daniel, 
as presented in book that bears his name. 
The most sudden and violent changes of for- 
tune leave unruffled the tranquility of his soul. With 
calm strength and sane judgment he remains stedfast 
to the lofty ideals of his ancestral faith, Whether 
standing in the intimate counsels of the king, guiding 
the destinies of empire, or thrust from power and 
exposed to the fury of the lions, he vindicates the 
honor of God, illustrating the truth that they who 
trust in him shall never be put to shame. 
The days of Assyrian dominion in Western Asia 
' were over. Nineveh, the proud city on the Tigris, 
fell 625 B.C., and the empire was divided between 
the Medes and the Babylonians. The good king 
Josiah then reigned in Jerusalem. Formally vassal 
to the king of Babylon, in the period of unsettlement 
after the fall of Assyria, he enjoyed practical inde- 
pendence, and found ample scope to exercise his re- 
forming zeal. Under the influence of this religious 
prince the whole tone of the nation's life was raised, 
and the younger generation grew up in a pt:zer atmos- 
phere than Israel had known for long. Josiah’s tragic 
death extinguished all hope of better days for Judah. 
We cannot spéak here of the movements which brought 
Nebuchadnezzar against Jerusalem. Associated in 
the government of Babylon with his father Nabopo- 
lassar, he was already affording evidence of the su- 
preme genius which gave him the first place among 
tle monarchs of his age. To him the city surren- 
dered, and Jehoiakim became his servant. He car- 
ried away some of the precious vessels from the Temple, 
an:| took hostages chosen, in part from the seed royal, 
for their beauty and accomplishments. To the royal 
group belonged Daniel and his three friends, Hana- 
niah, Mishael; and Azariah. They were then prob- 
ably about fourteen years of age. 


Resisting a Skilful Attempt at Paganizing 

Nebuchadnezzar, in the full vigor of his splendid 
youth, was already king in fact. His father’s death 
only brought formal recognition of his authority. He 
wished the Hebrew hostages to be trained and edu- 
cated for his service. They should have food from 
the royal table, and instruction in all the wisdom of 
the Chaldeans, The influences broughi to bear upon 
them at the most impressionable age were designed 
to make them forget their own land, people, and 
faith, and to transform them into good Babylonian 
citizens. Their very names, reminiscent of their 
nation’s God, were changed for others with heathen 
associations, With many the plan seems to have 
worked well, but with Daniel and his friends religion 
and patriotism, nurtured under the good Josiah, re- 
sisted the skilful attack. The king's meat, killed 
‘¢with the blood,’’ and partly offered in idol sacri- 
fice, repelled them, On simple vegetable diet they 
developed a fair and wholesome manhood, while ‘in 
every matter of wisdom and understanding’’ they even 
excelled their teachers, They became experts in all 
the strangely mingled Chaldean lore. Records of the 
past, impressed in cuneiform characters on clay tab- 
lets, were studied in the national archives. State- 
craft was learned from men who stood highest in the 
king's counsels. Great progress had been made in 
astronomy, nutural history, and other branches of 
science. But withal the Chaldean was a child of his 
age, and often more charlatan than philosopher, He 
played upon popular superstition, and bent his knowl- 
edge to the practise of astrology and the arts of exor- 
cism and magic. He cast horoscopes, and professed 
the interpretation of dreams. From remote antiquity 
the Chaldean order had grown in authority and influ- 
ence, and now formed the most powerful class in the 
state, Daniel thus received special training for his 
great career, he and his companions becoming mem- 
bers of the order. 

The wise men of Babylon, summoned by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, failed to recall and explain a dream 
which he had forgotten, the impression of which 
‘*troubled’’ him. He thought that of set purpose 
they were putting him off with ‘‘lying and corrupt 
words*’ till the propitious time should be past. In 
his wrath he condemned the whole order to swift and 
complete .extinction.. This indiscriminate slaughter 
involved the four Hebrew youths. In this hour of 
terror a respite was secured by Daniel's ‘‘ counsel and 


not Daniel’s greatness ; it was God’s greatness: and 

that, in fuller, richer measure than Daniel could 

know it, is offered to each of us to-day in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 








rudence’’ in dealing with the executioner and the 
ing. To his pure and prayerful spirit the mystery 
was revealed. The king listened with delighted sur- 
prise and wonder to the recitation and interpretation 
of his dream, and saw the pagent of the.empires that 
should rise and pass away represented by the great 


dream-form. As Daniel concluded his thrilling utter- 


ance the king fell at his feet, and in the person of His 
prophet offered worship to the King of Heaven. Wealth 
and honor were lavished upon Daniel. As governor 
of the province of Babylon, president of the order of 
Chaldeans, and so first counsellor of the king, a sphere 
of influence was opened commensurate with his splen- 
did gifts. The arrival of the eng trains of captives 
from Judza would suggest God’s purpose in so rais- 
ing his servant.. . His sorrow at the fate of Zion. would 
find some solace in measures for the comfort and 
security of his unfortunate compatriots. . The whele- 
some effects of the Babylonian discipline were no 


doubt largely due to the resumpt and example’ of this: 


great officer of state. 

It seems strange that Daniel is not mentioned in 
connection with the golden image and the fiery trial 
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. But the 
king’ s own counsellors, of whom Daniel was chief, are 
not named among those to-whom the edict requiring 
homage applied. They seem to have been exempt 
from this test of loyalty, and were probably not present 
on the plain of Dura. 

Babylon was already great at Nebuchadnezzar’ s 
accession. He made it for strength and splendor the 
wonder of the world. The king’s heart was lifted 
up as he viewed the glory of his work. Again a 
dream which ‘‘troubled’’ him baffled the magicians, 
and Daniel was called to declare what the great tree 
and its strange fate might portend, His affection for 
the magnificent monarch moved him to deep emotion 
as he told the meaning of the dream. Through bitter 
and humiliating experience the Most High would 
teach the being who is the true Ruler in the kingdom 
of men. In vain Daniel counselled him to break off 
his sins by righteousness, and his iniquities by show- 
ing mercy to the poor, if, haply, his tranquility might 
be lengthened. How characteristic is the outburst 
that marks the climax of his pride: ‘‘Is not this 
great Babylon, which I have built. . . by the might of 
my power and for the glory of my majesty ?”’ 


Administering an Empire for a Demented King 

Then the bolt fell, and for years he lived as a beast 
among the beasts. We may imagine how great this 
man was whose very name, while he lived, although thus 
afflicted, and in the atmosphere of an Oriental mon- 
archy, preserved for him his throne inviolate, But 
we may also think how much this was due to the 
wisdom, skill, and rare fidelity of the great minister 
on whom devolved the cares of empire. In the years 
when Daniel's authority was paramount, by conduct- 
ing the king’s government in righteousness, by jus- 
tice tempered with mercy, he maintained the loyalty 
of the people to their famous ruler, despite such 
rumors as might have spread regarding his mysterious 
malady. It was an achievement possible only to one 
of highest character and of consummate ability. 

The greatness of Babylon passed with Nebuchad- 
nezzar. Whatever Daniel's position was under suc- 


ceeding monarchs, .he would view with equanimity 
the weakening of Babylonian power, considering the 
bearing of this upon the future of his own people, 


He held no prominent post, as Belshazzar knew noth: 
ing of him in the hour of dire need. Toare.sre Sw 
more thrilling scenes in history than that depicted in 
the fifth chapter of Daniel. Belshazzar’s feast needs 
no description here. Amid the terror inspired by 
the inscription on the wall, the king’s mother, 
puiy a daughter of Nebuchadnezzar himself, called 
iel to mind, and he speedily made known the 
dread import of the words. Something of the nobility 
of Belshazzar’s character is seen in his still heapi 
honors upon Daniel, who now resumed his exalt 
place. ° 
Soon after the feast Babylon surrendered to Go- 
bryas, the general of Cyrus, to whom the latter en- 
trusted the government. He is known as Darius the 
Mede. Daniel was now an old man, but he proved 
himself still an effective officer, of undimmed faith 
and fidelity, The satanic plot of his foes who envied 
his greatness, to have him thrown to the lions, was by 
the favor of God turned to their own destruction. How 
closely he was identified in sympathy with the captive 
people is shown by the prayer of intercession reported 
in the ninth chapter. His desires were soon fulfilled. 
Darius died after a two’years’ reign, and Cyrus as- 
sumed the government in m. Daniel's long 
experience and intimate acquaintance with all things 
Babylonian made him invaluable to Cyrus, while the 
hope centered in the new king would lend a warmer 
tinge to the loyalty of his patriotic minister. Did 
Daniel draw the king’s attention to Isaiah’s prophecy 
concerning him? To a religious man like Cyrus an 
appeal based on such a prophecy, backed by a man 
like Daniel, could hardly fail, In the first year of 
his reign the longed-for decree was issued. With 
what joy and thankfulness did this man of well-nigh 
ninety summers behold the fulfilment of the dream of 
ee outh ! When the caravan set out for the dear 
d in the west, the aged frame could no. longer en- 
dure ‘the fatigues of the desert journey, but the heart 
of the old man traveled with them. We may see his 
hand in the measures taken for their safety, and in 
thé liberal provision made for their needs. The 
thought of this powerful friend at Darius’ court must 
have comforted them in many a trying hour. 


Forecasting the Course of History 

In. three visions vouchsafed to Daniel, which are 
recorded under imagery familiar to all students of 
Scripture, the course of history is shown up to the 
times of Messiah. His wide interest in the progress 
of the divine kingdom and the comprehensiveness of 
his outlook well entitle him to be called the world’s 
prophet: — 

We know nothing of Daniel’s last days. His iife 
work was done, His people, cleansed of idolatry, 
were raising in new strength and beauty the glory of 
their fatherland. What remained must fall to younger 
hands. Among the ruins of Susa, at the base of the 
mound called ‘‘the palace,’’ a little white-domed 
sanctuary is said to cover his tomb. 

Within the grave and dignified unity of his life 
Daniel exhibits a many-sided personality. The saint 
and seer was yet a capable man of affairs. Before 
his fortieth year he was great enough to be bracketed 
by Ezekiel with Noah and Job ; but he never lost the 
simplicity of his faith, He combined the highest patri- 
otism with fidelity to his heathen masters. Great mon- 
archs favored him, but he yielded to none ‘‘the homage 
of the supple knee.’’ His God-fearing and indepen- 
dence was not less conspicuous than his learning, 
practical wisdom, and integrity of heart. Ruling 
over millions of idolators, he ever bore himself as a 
true servant of God Most High. His fine temper, 
his perfect self-control amid strange vicissitudes of for- 
tune, and his unflinching courage, were the natural 
fruit of his deep and tranquil trust in God. The 
greatness of the impression made by this man upon 
the mind and imagination of his time is shown by 
the apocryphal stories that in a later day gathered 
round his name. But Daniel's career is one with a 
message for all ages. His example is a perennial 
source of inspiration, ‘‘Dare to be a Daniel !’’ 
Like him, let us dare to be true to the best we know, 
yielding the deepest loyalties of our hearts, and the sted- 
fast service of our lives, to the God who has redeemed 
us from captivity more terrible than that of Babylon. 

EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 24 (Dan. 6) 








Or ot the strong features of our Rally Day. plans : 


is our teachers’ and workers’ social ands 
which we plan to hold the T: evening | 
before Rally Day. .We have secured an atten A 
of about ninety percent of our wor 
At this time we outline the plans of Rally Day to 
them. Last year we placed in their hands~post- 
cards to be dated and signed by them and sent to the 
pupils, This scheme varies from year to year, but we 
plan to send out something each year to remind the 
pupils of the rally service, and urge them to attend. 
While Rally Day seems important to me, we have 
planned for the past few years to follow up the results | 
of our Rally Day service by having our church mis- 
sionary call on all absentees in the Junior and. Inter- 


mediate Departments some time during the following 


Rally Day for five.or six weeks, This has brought 
the school into shape, and maintained a high average 
of attendance after Rally Day.—Miner C. Cone, Dor- 
chester, Mass. 


The Rally Day Ship “Glad Tidings” 


HE Rally Day exercises of the Temple Baptist 
Bible School, Los Angeles, Cal., are always 
looked forward to with intense interest, both by 

the school and the local Sunday-school world, The 
versatile superintendent, Mr. T. T. Woodruff, always 
holds some surprise in store which will create enthu- 
siasm as well as impart instruction, 

. Last year the program was built upon a naval 
scheme. Upon the platform was erected a large 
model of the front part of a steamship. It included 
the funnel, whistle, wheel-house, chart-house, bridge, 
fore-deck, foremast, crow’s-nest, shrouds, stays, wire- 
less outfit, ship’ s bell, fog-horn, side-lamps, port-holes, 
anchors, name of the vessel, and other ship’s appurte- 
nances. The sides of the ship were white ; there was a 
red water line, and green baize cloth formed the waves. 
There was a Union Jack at the prow, streamers of 
foreign flags interspersed with the United States flag 
ran from the prow to the top of the mast, and the 
Sunday-school colors were run to the mast-head at 
the proper time. Signal flags of the naval code 
adorned the room, and the national ensign was used 
in profusion. The starboard and port-lights and the 
wheel-house were illuminated from within. 

The programs were unique and appropriate. The 
covers and the inside leaves were cut in the shape of 
a mainsail and topsail, showing mast, boom, gaff, 
halyards, tackle, rings, and reef points. The cover 
bore the inscription, ‘‘Seventh Annual Cruise of the 
Good Ship ‘Glad Tidings’’’; and in the middle of 
the page was embossed the coat of arms of the school, 
consisting of a white life-buoy in five sections bearing 
the inscription in red letters, ‘Temple Baptist Bible 
School, Los Angeles,’’ while in the enclosed circle 
was a blue flag with a white cross in the center. 

The items of the program are herewith given : 


‘* All Aboard.”’ 

Music by the Ship’s Orchestra. 

Taking the Pilot Aboard, (All rise and sing, ‘‘ Jesus, 
Saviour, Pilot Me.’’) 

Morning Devotions. (Led by the Ship’s Chaplain. ) 

The Mariner’s Psalm — 107: 23-32. (Read respon- 


sively. 
Taking Departure. (Entry on Log-book.) 
Berean light-ship bearing due south, distant one- 
half mile. Latitude, N. 34° 3’. . Longitude, 118° 
15’. Course, N. E. byE. Speed, 24 knots. Wind, 
N. W. Sea, smooth, 
Breaking Out the Ship’s Colors. 
the Banner.’’) 
Taking Aboard Qur Jolly Junior Tars (who have been 
for a land cruise in Palestine). 
School of Navigation. (Instruction by the Superintend- 
ent, the Navigating Officer.) 
Hove To, (To bring in the Primary Scholars, dressed 
in sailor caps and hats.) 
Life-boat Drill, (All sing, ‘* Pull for the Shore.’’) 
**S. O. S.”? (Wireless messages from a missionary 
ship in distress. ) : 
Our Reply. (All sing, ‘* Jesus Saves.’’) 
Mustering the Crew. (Marking Record of Attendance.) 
The Ship’s Chest. (Rally Day Offering.) 
Music by the Ship’s Orchestra. 


(All sing, *‘ Fling Out 
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Bright and Tested Rally Day Plans 


Starting the Autumn Work with Enthusiasm 


as Ost Sailing Chart (By Admiral Robert J. 
Life-saving Drill, (All sing,‘ Throw Out the Life-line.’”) 
F the Bridge. | command. the new : 
“se Fu ) ’ ed Ss 4 Pasto r }. t- 
D. a » FNS 
Closing Recommendation from the Superintendent. 
(‘Put work into your life, and put life into your work,’’) 
~ It-is needless to say the program was a success and 
was enthusiastically received.—Louis Agassiz Gould, 
Los Angeles, Cal. 


Inviting Everybody in the City 
HE Sunday-School Association of New Rochelle, 
New York, put a unique plan into operation 
two years ago, in which a definite invitation to 
attend Rally Day service was given to everybody in 
the city. . Announcements of Rally Day plans were 
printed, and the week before Rally Day one hundred 
boys wearing uniform caps, ‘‘ Rally Day Messenger 
Service,"’ placed them in every home, store, and 
shop in the city, The invitations read as follows : 


The New Rochelle Sunday-School Association 
Invites the Citizens of New Rochelle to Participate in the 
RALLY DAY SERVICES 
of the Sunday-Schools of this city, on 
SUNDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 26, 1909 
as follows : 


tied: oh beshs snbhabetaaesaniesinnit 9.30 A.M, 
First Presbyterian, Main and Huguenot Streets.. 9.45 ‘* 
Salem Baptist, Main Street and Le'Count Place.. 9.30 “ 
North Avenue Presbyterian, North Avenue..... 9.30 


First Methodist, Upper North Avenue ........... 10.00 * 
Holy Trinity.-(English) - Lutheran, :Main and 

Banks Streets ..........sescsesees eeeecegvevesose 10.00 ** 
St. Luke’s (German) Lutheran, Union Avenue 

and Division Street ..............0s0s00++ mee Qa 
St. Paul’s German Methodist, Union and 

Webster Avenues.......... wocccccssccessecees 9.15 “ 


Abundant Provision for All Ages 
Attractive, Stimulating Courses of Study 
Enrol All the Children! Enlist Yourself ! 


The Sunday-schools of America number over 15,000,000 
people. They not only include children, but hosts of 
strong, successful men—leaders in the commercial, pro- 
fessional, and political life of the country. 

If you haven’t attended recently, 

BEGIN NEXT SUNDAY, THE 26th! 

Go to the Roman Catholic, Episcopalian, Colored, or 
the Bible Schools named above, as your preference or 
early training may suggest, 

BUT GO TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL SOMEWHERE! 





** Of all the habits that lead to political prosperity 
religion and morality are indispensible supports. 
Reason and experience forbid us to expect that 
national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious 
principle.’’—George Wediingien. 

‘*The whole hope of human progress is sus 
on the ever-growing influence of the Bible.’’— 
H, Seward, 

**1t is much better to have a fence at the top of a 
precipice than an ambulance at the bottom.’’ 


nded 
illiam 











Without Printed Invitations or Programs 


tay SUNDAY-SCHOOLS where it is. not practicable 
to use printed invitations or programs, a plan that 
was used last year in the Christ Reformed Sunday- 
school of Wyomissing, Pennsylvania, might be tried. 
Several weeks before the Rally Service was held the 
superintendent entertained the officers and teachers 
of the Sunday-school for an evening at his home. The 
main topic for discussion was the Rally Day service. 
Within two or three weeks after that meeting, all 
the teachers similarly entertained the memters of their 
own classes at their homes, telling them about Rally 
Day plans at that time. The week before the service, 
little ribbon bows. made of the church colors were 
given or sent to all members of the Sunday-school, 
with the notice that if they wore the ribbons at the 
Rally Day service the ribbons would belong to them ; 
otherwise they were expected to return them, Eighty- 


_ five percent of the members attended. 


A Railroad Ticket Invitation 


HE Holmes Street Methodist Sunday-school. of 

» Huntsville, Alabama, found the railroad excur- 
' sion ticket idea a help in preparing for their 
Rally Day service last year. A dozen young folks 
in the church addressed one thousand of the tickets, 
and the members of the Junior Epworth League de- 
livered them the Friday before the Rally Day service 
was held. Here is a sample of the ticket used : 





RALLY DAY EXCURSION 


Via Holmes Street Sunday School Route 





: Sunday, October goth, 1910 





Coaches for all Classes : Bible, Baraca, Philathea, 
Senior, First and Second Junior, Primary Beginners 


9713 








FIRST CLASS 














—= 
—=—s 
TO PURCHASER: 
Contract. The holder of this ticket will be ted at the Union 
Station, Holmes Street Entrance, East Holmes opposite head 


of Patton Street, by 9.25 A. M., Sunday, Octoher » 

that the earnings of all excursionists on Saturday, October 
8 (which is Work Day), voluntarily offered, will be collected for the 
Agent of the Alabama anage. 


Passengers who miss this train will have to take the accommoda- 
tion, which has no schedule. Get your tickets in advance. 


P ag your Fare in the Class Envelope, marking same on Passenger’s 
tub. 
Observation Car, but No Sleepers on this train. 





” 


HOLMES STREET ROUTE 














FE. Holder is entitled to First-Class n 
‘orm Passage Ms aes 
No. Prom Ss 3 
> HOME POINT = 
3 To e . g 
Holmes Street Methodist S. S. . 








pas Not Good if Detached, “Qa 
RALLY DAY EXCURSION 


M. E. 
S. S. 


9713 








ISSUED BY 


James Rice, Jr., Rally Day 
Lionel Laxson, Passenger 
J. C. Thompson, Agents 














——— SS 
General Instructions’ 

1. Accommodation will be provided for 300, so bring your friends. 

2. Deg nase on the platform, nor attempt to get off train while in 
motion. 

3. Music and entertainment furnished free en route. 

4- Parents are asked to accompany their children to insure a safe 
journey. 

5- oem 4 aor be secured before getting on the train from the Excur- 


mmittee or at the station. See our ad. in the leading 
dailies. 


6. Train will stop in plenty of time for dinner. 
7- Passengers may retain their tickets as a reminder that this train 
makes the same run every Sunday morning at 9.30. 
R. U. GOING, 
Gen. Passenger Agent. 
——[=[ _ _ —— — SSaa=aEEEO 








PASSENGER’S CLASS STUB 

















Rally Day, Holmes Street ry 
METHODIST SUNDAY SCHOOL g 
October g, 1910 e 
<O | Conductor will Detach this Stub. 2 
I Be sure to write Teacher’s name and 
wu Fare paid in margin as indicated. 
Form No. 
PARE PAID 428 
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Sometimes you crowd it, 
and make it do, somehow. 


But you prefer to en- 
large it, by adding a room 
there and there, making new 
space, without taking away 
the character of the house or 
destroying the old associations. 


You wouldn’t want to 
get room by cutting down the 
family. You prefer to meet 
the growing needs of the ~ 
family by providing for every one of ede needs in the 
right way. 


The big family of Siisthésechao! opportunities has 
grown so fast in the last few years that a good many 
workers who are responsible for the care of that family 
have been a bit overcrowded. The old house-plan clearly 
“was too small. How could the worker make room in his 
life for the bigger, growing Sunday-school idea? 


Many have /earned how. There are to-day more 
broad-minded, busy Sunday-school folk of increasing ca- 
pacity for caring for these growing needs than the world 
has ever seen. They have dared to grow with the Sun- 
day-school. 


They ‘see in the Sunday-school a center: from which 
the church is reaching, and will-reach yet more effectively, 
the ‘whole life of-the neighborhood, Nothing that contrib- 
utes to the Christ-life in the experience of young or old is 


foreign to the teaching and training school” of  Christ’s — 


church. 


The Sunday School Times for more than fifty years 
has lived with and for the Sunday-school. Nothing that 
could serve this foundation-work of human character and 
Christian training has been counted as beyond the field 
of the paper’s usefulness. 


But the old house is not big enough to-day. _Oppor- 
tunities crowd the teacher, the officer, the ‘school. The 
Sunday School Times would not be true to its mission 
if it should not increase in usefulness while urging workers 
everywhere to let that be true in their own lives. Indeed, 
the paper has always purposed to keep just enough in 
advance of the march of Sunday-school progress to dis- 
close a vision of bigger, better work ahead. Some have 
said, ‘‘7o0 far in advance.” 


The best answer to that in recent’ ‘years is the'‘sure 
testimony of the steadily increasing subscription list of the 
paper, maintained straight through the rise of a variety of 
‘lesson systems, and the use of periodicals of lower price. 
Sunday-school workers evidently “ke to do “a little whole- 
some reaching,” as the former publisher of The Sunday 
School Times used to say, and they will pay for what 
they want. 


And now the house is to be enlarged. Within a 
month new pages will be added, to give room for deal- 
ing with the big things that belong to the outreach of the 
Sunday-school to-day. Not all these additions will appear in 


When the Old House. 
is No Longer Big 
Enough, What Do 
You Do About It ? 
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every issue, but some will, and 
the others very frequently. 


Personal Evangelism is 
to have an important place 
in these plans. And no other 
work in the Sunday-school 
is to be compared with this. 
Straight from the log-books 
of consecrated personal work- 
ers you will learn how others 
are really doing that work. 


“From the Missionary 
Watch Tower” you will have a bird’s-eye view of current 
missionary events the world around, with all that this means 
to the missionary work of your school. 


There will be ample home reading for all the family, 
including a number of exceptionally strong short stories 


embodying vital truths, 


The strength and weakness of.modern critical study 
of the Bible will be discussed in a popular series on ‘“‘ Rea- 
sonable Biblical Criticism.” 


Because of the vast responsibility of the Sunday-school 
for the uplift of the community at large, such topics as 
“Christianity and the Business Man,” Sabbath observance, 
divorce, temperance, and like questions of public interest 
on which correct instruction should be given are to have 


full and _expert treatment in. the enlarged paper, 


Far parents and teachers there will be illuminating 


~~ articles,-and question-and-answer columns on problems of 


child-training much more fully set forth than it has been 
practicable to do in the paper hitherto. The normal relation 
of the home and Sunday-school needs new emphasis, and 
parents and teachers will find. in The Sunday School 
Timés a forum for full and free discussion of their special 
problems. 


“The Sunday-School Clinic,” under the hand of an ex- 
pert, will take up typical Sunday-schools in detail for study, 
and will point out their strength and weaknesses, This 
will be done with frankness and instructive thoroughness, 
just as a professor of surgery holds a clinic for his students. 


A growing desire for a deeper spiritual life in the 
schools is voiced by the leaders everywhere. That is the 
dominant note of the greater days that are already here 
fer the Sunday-school. The “Life that is Christ” will be 
the dominant theme of The Sunday School Times as the 
paper seeks increasingly to render needed service at this 
the very heart of character and work. Helps for the 


‘Morning Watch, for Family Prayers, for a clearer knowledge 


and more consistent practise of the prayer-life,—for all this, 
and more, there will be provision in the enlarged paper. 


What friends of yours would you like to see grow 
in Christian character and achievement? Their names, 
if sent to us, would enable us to tell them how The Sunday 
School. Times can help more than ever before in its. history. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, ~ - - Philadelphia, Pa. 





‘LESSON FOR SEPT. 24 (Dan. 6) 






The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
Getting Started in Class 


OES God to-day ever miraculously deliver his 
ple from power of wild beasts? Ask 

ff 2 any one in the class knows of any modern 

case of apparently miraculous deliverance from a 





wild beast or ile, and give the first one who re- 
sponds an opportunity to tell his wap? 6 You may 
have half a dozen such stories told by different mem- 


bers of the class if, — week before Septem- 
ber 24, you will clip from Miss Brain's article on 

431 in this issue six of the striking incidents she 
gives, and send one apiece to halfa dozen members of 
your class with a note asking the pupil tc be pre- 
pared to tell this story in class when you call for it. 
Allow two minutes for each story. Then tell the class 
what Miss Brain says about missionaries’ deliverance, 
in her first paragraph, 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


Like the fiery furnace experience, here is another 
wonderful lesson in the blessing of conscious help- 
lessness flung in complete faith upon the love of an 
omnipotent And it shows in sharp, tragic con- 
trast the folly and futility of self-confidence. 

Men’s Se_F-ConFipENCcE.— When is self-confidence 
a good thing? When is it a safe thing? 

ere was a self-confident plot by astute and pow, 
erful men: the most powerful in the kingdom next to 
the king and his favorite president. Wherein was it 
shrewd and bound to win, from every human stand- 
int? It depended on three things: the king’s ¥an- 
ity, Daniel's piety, and theinviolability of the Medes’ 
and Persians 
actly as anticipated. Unfortunately the self-confi- 
dent plotters overlooked a fourth Factcr : God. 

Why should the officials have hated Danijel. so? 
Eight reasons are given in Mr. Wells’ 4th paragraph ; 
see also Professor Beecher on verses 4-5, and Mr. 
Ross’ 2d paragtaph. They finally satisfied them- 
selves that the only way they could trap Daniel 
would be by his ness, 
aman. Would you like to have people say that of you ? 
Was the suggested decree plausible? Professor 
Beecher suggests that it was, on verses 6-9. Presi- 
dent Sanders thinks not, in his 8th poser’ No- 
tice that the plotters lied in their first word of sug- 
gestion to the king (v. 7). That such spying on 
other officials as these men did later is a common 
matter in the East is shown by Dr. Mackie. 

As the plot proceeded and worked out toward its 
close, can you not see the self-confidence of these 
men increasing in conviction and assurance? From 
every human standpoint they ‘‘had” Danicl. But 
what a one-sided, narrow, distorted, and utterl 
misleading view the human standpoift gives us! It 
reminds one of the remark of that Civil War general, 
that he had the yore é where God Almighty couldn’t 
save him. But God Almighty did. 

Men’s Conscious HELpLEssness.—Daniel had ap- 
parently never been a self-confident man; he was 
a God-confident man,—which is the difference be- 
tween death and life. He was apparently con- 

scious of his own utter helplessness all the time ; 
and that threw him wholly upon God in trusting 
dependence. ; 

e was so sure of these two a OED o own help- 
lessness, and God,—that the one thing he refused to 
let of, no matter what the cost of holding on, was 
God. And the only way he could hold on was by 

tayer. Does prayer mean as much as that to you? 

s it as gripping a reality? Is it as absolute an 

essential to your existence, every day? Is it the 
glory-time, the joy-height, the richest experience, of 
your every day,—your time apart in undisturbed, 
prolonged prayer? Do you feel as keenly as Daniel 
did that, as Mr: Ross so forcefully says, 7here was 
tess to be dreaded in a cave with wild beasts than 
in a prayerless bedroom? : 

So Daniel’s helplessness was not a condition of 
fear,—not so’ long as he could talk with God. It was 
the pathway to his joy. One of the most significant 
sentences in the whole wonderful story is in verse 10, 
that, with a cruel death staring him in the face, Dan- 

. lel ** gave thanks before his , as he did aforetime.” 
A good illustration of this is in the 34 paragraph of 
the Round-Table. Have you learned to thank God 
in ths midst of your blackest adversity, and for your 
blackest adversity? You can. Real joy and praise 
and gratitude are absolutely independent of eircum- 
stances, to the surrendered Christian. 

An interesting interpretation of Daniel’s three 

reat life tests is given in Mr. Ross’ 3d paragraph, 

rom Dr. Matheson. As a man grows in the con- 





law. All three factors worked out éx- ' 


What a superb tribute to ' 
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‘LESSON’ 13; SEPTEMBER’ 24. DANIEL IN THE LIONS’ DEN 


Daniel 6. Commit verses 21-23 


‘Golden Text: The angel of Jehovah eucampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.—Psalm 34: 7 


1o And when Daniel knew that the writing was he 
went into his house (now his windows were open in h 
ber toward Jerusalem) ; and he kneeled upon ‘his knees three 
times a day, and prayed, tont wardes og before his God, as 
he did aforetime. 11 Then men assembled Tr, 
and found Daniel making petition and ion 
God. 12 Then they came near, and before the king 
concerning the king's interdict :. Hast not 
terdict, that man that shall make petition un 
or man within thirty days, save unto thee, O ki 
cast into the den of lions? The answered 

is true, according to the law 
which ! altereth not. 13 Then answered they and said before 
the ae Daniel, who is of the children of the captivity 
of J regardeth not thee, O king, nor the interdict that 
thou hast but maketh his petition three times a day. 
14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore dis- 
ased, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him ; and he 
bored till the going down of the sun to.rescue him. 15 Then 
these men assembled together unto the king, and said unto 
the king, Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Per- 
sians, that no interdict nor statute which the king establisheth 
may be changed. ' 

16 ‘Then the king commanded, and the 
and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and 
said unto Daniel, ‘hy God whom thou servest continually, he 
will deliver thee. 17 And a stone was brought, and laid upon 
the mouth of the den ; and the king sealed it with his own sig- 
net, and: with the signet of his lords ; * that nothing might be 
changed concerning Daniel. 18 ‘Then the king went to his 
palace, and passed the night fasting; neither were *instru- 
stg of music brought before him: and his sleep fled from 

im. ee 

19 Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went 
in haste unto the den of lions. 20 And when he came neer 
unto the den to Daniel, he cried with a lamentable voice ; the 
king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living 
God, is thy God, whom thou servest continua, able to de- 
liver thee from the lions? @r Then said Daniel into the king, 
O king, live for ever. 22 My God hath sent kis angel, and 
hath shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not hurt ‘me ; for- 
asmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and 
before thee, O king, have I done no hurt. 23 Then was the 
king exceeding and commanded that they should take 
Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the 
den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he 
had trusted in his God. 


1 Aram. passeth not away. * Or, that there might be no change 
purpose CRE. , . a ¥< + aad ne 
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sciousness of his own helplessness and of God’s de- 
pendableness, God can increase the severity of the 
tests and thus draw the man ever more completely 
into Himself. — ; : 

Why Daniel should have prayed by the open win- 
dow is interestingly explained by Professor Beecher. 

Not mere helplessness, but helplessness uncondi- 
tionally surrendered and trustfully committed to God’s 
care and direction, is the secret of every life of real 
freedom and power. Darius was helpless, but he 
hadn’t the latter part of the conditions. His self- 
confidence had brought him into his helplessness. 
Should he have reversed his edict ? Professor Beecher, 
on verses 14-15, and Mr. Ridgway’s 3d paragraph ex- 
press differing views. It is a fair question whether 
any human being of Darius’ day and circumstances 
and training and beliefs could have done differently. 

The beauty and secret of Daniel’s life seems to be 
the fact that, even when he was shut and sealed in 
that lions’ den, facing *‘ certain” death, he was not 
more conscious of his own utter helplessness and 
need of God than when he had been clothed with pur- 
ple, a chain of gold about his neck, and proclaimed 
third ruler in the kingdom (5: 29). In both places 


. God was all that there was of life to him; and so God 


could use him as He did. A striking illustration of 
the insulating and protecting presence of God is in 
the rst Round-Table paragrap 

Tue Gop or DanieL.—The supremest tribute that 
can be paid to any man is that.others shail want 47s 
God. The decree of Darius, a heart-burst of joy and 
gratitude and reverence. (vs. 26, 27), ordered the peo- 
ple of his kingdom to worship, not merely God, but 
the God of Daniel, Thatis the way God is made 
known on earth. He seeks and finds men who will 
let him: use them to express himself. He clothes 
himself with them. He gives himself through them. 
That is the mystery and the blessing of ‘*‘ Christ in 
you.” Men are won to Christ because they meet a 
man of whom they have to say, ‘‘ He has something 
in his life that I want.” That Something is Christ. 
Do men say that of you? Do they want, not merely 
Christ, but your Christ, the Christ they have seen in 
your life, challenging them so through you that they 
carnot escape Him, 
ever they are with you? Do you want Christ in your 
life, as your life, to that extent ?, How much do you 
want it? At any cost?. When you tell rim that, 


and mean ‘it, and hold to him until he answers, he 
will answer; and men will. praise God that you 
have lived,—yet not you, but Christ that liveth in you. 





ut grow. hungry for Him when- . 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


IME.—The year which is chronologically known 
ea 9 year of Cyrus as king of Babylonia, 
.C. 538. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 
Daniel 5 : 31.—The Aramaic makes this the open- 
ing verse of the sixth chapter, and is obviously correct. 
The Daniel narrative neither states nor implies any 
connection between the death of Belshazzar and the 
accession of Darius.—Darius the Mede: Son of 
Ahasuerus, becoming ‘‘king over the realm of the 
Chaldeans” at the of 62 years, with Belshazzar 
before him and Cyrus after him (Dan. 5 : 31; 6: 1, 6, 
9, 25, a8; 9 :1; 11:1). He is not mentioned by this 
name outside the book of Daniel either in the Bible 
or in secular ancient history. We have information 
to the effect that the reign of Cyrus in Babylon im- 
mediately followed that of Nabonidus, the father of 
Belshazzar. Interpreting the statements in Daniel 
7 this fact, Belshazzar reigned as the associate of 
abonidus, and Darius the Mede is either an associ- 
ate of Cyrus or Cyrus himself under another name 
(see on verse 28), Different hypotheses are offered— 
that this Darius is a fictitious personage; or is Darius 
Hystaspis, who began to reign 18 years later than 
aba or is Gobryas, a general of Cyrus; or is a 
edian king, senior to Cyrus as king of Medes and 
Persians. me time we may have more information. 
Verses 4-5.—Soughi to find occasion; His great 


‘abilities made them envious, his epesens integrity 


was a reproach to them and probably a hindrance to 
their greed, and they hated him for his religion. 
Verses 6-9.— Whosoever shall ask a petstion, etc. : 
Darius is ory. in virtue of recent conquests. They 
suggest that there may be disaffected persons in the 
realm, and that it will be well to establish a test, and 
detect and exterminate them.—O/ any. god on man: 
They hold that no subject should be permitted to 
count eyeu' his God’ auperior to the empepor.— Zhe 
law of the Medes and. Persians: The Chaldean 


‘dynasty had been a despotism; the new dynast 


takes pride in having established an. enlighten 
government, in which even the king may not disobey 
the laws. These men have skill to appeal tothe best 
things in order to accomplish their evil purpose, 

Verses 10-11.—Danie/ knew: His conduct was 
deliberate. He saw that the time had come when he 
must either deny his religion or be ready to die for it. 
His windows were open: He practiced no conceal- 
ment, He was responsible for setting an example. 
Besides, if he at once drew attention to himself, that 
might lessen the danger for others.— 7oward Jerusa- 
vem: Compare 1 Kings 8 : 30, 35, 38, 48, etc. Psalm 
5: 7; Jonah 2: 4. he custom of looking in the 
direction of the temple when one prayed was one 
which naturally prevailed, especially in exile. 

Verses 14-15.— Was sore displeased; Perhaps he 
saw that he had been tricked. t all events he placed 
a high value on Daniel, and he saw the injustice of 
putting him to death.— Labered: Made strenuous 
efforts. He refused to order the execution, and de- 
manded that his counselors find some way of avoid- 
ing it.—Know, O king, that it 1s a law: His advisers 
decide against him. He is confronted with the 
majesty of the law, and he must yield, Supposably 
he had the power to break the law; but it was un- 
worthy of the king of the Medes and Persians to bea 
lawbreaker. The decision was not an easy one. 

Verse 16.—7hy God... will deliver thee: Prob- 
ie | the expression of a hope rather than a belief; 
and yet the king knew that Daniel's religion was 
tremendously real, and he must have been convinced 
that Daniel's God was a reality. 

Verses 20-22.— The living God : This was probably 
the year in which Cyrus issued-his decree for the re- 
turn of the Jews to Palestine. At this date the 
Israelitish Pag tm deported by Tiglath-pilezer and 
Sargon and Sennacherib and Nebuchadnezzar and 
others had been scattered among the nations for 
many decades, and some of them Sor centuries. In 
the circumstances, and in view of the relations of 
Daniel to Nébuchadnezzar and to Belshazzar and to 
Darius himself, it is impossible to think of the king 
as otherwise than well informed concerning the reli- 
gion + ere. He has so high an opinion of Dan- 
iel’s God that he has some hope of finding that Dan- 
iel has been preserved by miracle. 

Verse 24.—Cast them into the den: Very common 
in old legislation is the idea that a false accuser should 
suffer the B gs -vai which he intended to bring upon 
the accused (Hammurabi code and Deut. 19 : 16-19). 

Verse 28.—Possibly meaning ‘‘ in the reign of Darius 
the Mede, which was the reign of Cyrus the Persian.” 

Aupzury, N. Y. 
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The Power of the Prayer of Faith 
By the Rev. G. A. Johnston Ross 


Be ARIUS the Mede” is represented as by no 
means the autocrat that Nebuchadnezzar 
was, but as a constitutional monarch ver 

much in the hands of his nobles. The fierce an 

indeed insane decree to which Daniel’s imprisonment 
is due is not re nted as the work of a tyrant’s 
caprice, but as outcome of the scheming envy of 
rivals to the risin: er of the Jew. 

All this reflects ly different historical conditions 
from those which the earlier lessons assume, and 
brings into inence another motive than human 

ride in the infliction of ay nary | 

Scone which sees a ‘‘daily beauty in the life” of 

others that makes theirs ‘‘ugly,” and so cannot rest 

till the offending beauty is rem Over against 
this implacable envy stands the timid solicitude of 
the king himself, who though a heathen is repre- 
seted as valuing not only Daniel’s public services, 

but Daniel's private life of religion (see vs. 3 and 16). 

But the change of atmosphere is greater still in re- 
spect of Daniel himself, now no longer the ruddy 
youth of the days when he was an abstemious 
at court, but an aged friend and servant of kings, 
with a life behind him of brave consistency in loyalty 
at once to his God and to his al masters. His 
faithfulness to his God had issued in faithfulness in 
public service (v. 4). Dr. Matheson, whose 
exposition of this chapter is, even among A/s writings, 
specially startling and luminous, reminds us that this 
testing of Daniel comes as a climax of his trials. 
First, there had been the test in the matter of the 
king’s meat—a frial of the flesh. Next, the test in 
the matter of the interpretation of that dream of 
King Nebuchadnezzar which forewarned of the king’s 
coming insanity—a test of intellectual courage: a 
trial of the mind, Now, in the late evening of life, 
Daniel's faith is tested most severely—his religion is 
invaded : he suffers a trial of the spirit. From the 
venger to the study: from the study to the dread 
passivity of the den of lions: this is the progression 
which Dr. Matheson sees in the account of Daniel’s 
discipline, 

And it is to be noted that he is tested now, not as 
to whether he shall commit what would have been to 
him an open transgression, but as to whether he 
shall leave a ieee duty unperformed. He is not 
asked, as the friends of his youth were, to bow the 
knee to a heathen image ::he is asked only to cease 
for a month his prayer to his God. ‘And therefore the 
story tells with special distinctness of the danger of 
sins of omission, To Daniel there was less to be 
dreaded in a cave with wild beasts than in a prayer- 
less bedroom : and that judgment of Daniel's, if it 
hae a tra widely, would change the face of the 
world, 

One cannot but see in the story a reflection of what 
was probably the most momentous discovery of Israel 
in exile,—the discovery of the value and freedom and 
efficacy of private ie er. Doubtless the saints 
of an earlier time od been men of close com- 
munion with God : Abraham was God’s friend, and 
Moses spoke to the Lord face to face. But for the 
rank and file of the people there was something in 
the institutional character of the religion which hin- 
dered the freedom of private devotion. But when 
the exile swept away temple and altar and sacrifice, 
the people learned to pray, for they learned that God 
was everywhere. 

The picture of Daniel’s grave and dignified and 
unostentatioas maintenance of his habit of devotion, 
“undisturbed by the obscene tumult that raged all 
around him,” is one of the most regal in literature. 
‘There is always,’’ says Dr. Whyte, ‘‘a singular 
luster and nobility and stately distinction about Dan- 
iel.” And the ground of his so eminent personal dig- 
nity and calmness is the same as that given as the 
ground of his safety in the den—Ae delseved in his 
Ged, It is a truth which one’s observation of life 
very strongly confirms, that a firmly established per- 
sonal religion imparts a unique dignity to the charac- 
ter and bearing of men. In his old age, if we may 
judge by expressions in the Pastoral Epistles, Paul 
was wont to ry Bet stress on the gravity issuing 
from piety, ‘ liness and dignity” is a combina- 
tion of which he is fond. Indeed, it is questionable 
whether this be not the only worthy dignity possible 
or permissible to persons such as we are,—the dig- 
nity that is derived from an association, based on un- 
merited grace, with the mind and purposes of the 
Living God. ~ 

Daniel, according to the story, was in a physical 
sense rescued from the roaring lions. God's saints 
and martyrs have not always been. Hence we must 
be careful how we stress the miracle in this story. 
The early Christian martyrs, as they waited in agony 
behind the bars for their turn to be thrust into the 
arena, where already, before their eyes, the hungry 
lions were crunching the bones and tearing the fair 
flesh of their beloved fellow-believers, had need of 
some deeper truth within this story than that of a 
physical miracle, if they could use it for their heart- 
ening. And that they did so use it is evident from 
frescoes like that in the Catacomb of Priscilla. Dan- 
iel is represented with hands uplifted conquering the 


_ may be sure 


_and of his rar to save through 


, the acrid 
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— " by prayer. What are ey iy FR. oe 
arrar thinks they represent sin death : we 
that the Chri martyrs saw in the 
Daniel story a proof of ing deeper and surer 
than salvation from pk aysicel —®@ sacrament of 
God's care of his believing ones even through death, 
rou hi There 
is nothing in Scripture more m 
fusal to believe that even the fact and momen tri- 
umph of physical death impedes the course of the 
conquering prayer of faith. 

Our Lord himself, it says, offered up prayers and 
supplications with strong crying and tears unto him 
that was able to save him from death; and was 
heard.” And yet * itis Christ Jesus thatdied”! What 
does it mean,—but this: that if our hope be set on 
God “‘ neither death, nor life,... 
rate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” 

MonTREAL, 


% 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Am: Backy yb ded Semel ie Beyrout, Syria 


T= presidents and the satraps sought to find 
occasion against Daniel (v. 4). In the admin- 
istration of public affairs in the East, such as 
= —— of weed —_ ep and the exercise 
governing power by the higher magistrates, many 
officials are Nominted for the pu chiefly of 
watching and SY pebes upon others, knowing at the 
same time that they also are spied upon by those who 
are ready to occupy their positions. Under-officials 
are made disloyal to their own chiefs, and dishon- 
esty expected produces dishonesty. 
ow his windows were openin his chamber toward 
Jerusalem (v. 10). The thought of Jerusalem, the 
mother wait og with open arms to welcome back her 
wandering and much-suffering children, is the one 
bright and romantic spot in the life of the modern 
ew. It is or was the inspiring motive of Zionism. 
hile hawking wares in the busy street of London 
or New York, or sitting by the pungent doorway of his 
grocery store, the Jew hears the bugles blowing on 
the ramparts of Zion. It is the end of exile, it is the 
fulfilment of the. promises, it is rest after toil, honor 
after shame, days of heaven upon éarth, the Messiah 
come .at Jast,.reunion»after d apecnod, and, after all 
. en it is welcome rest by the sepulchers of the 
athers. ¥ 


- 

The Source of Courage 

The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


OULD te rather have spent the night with 
the plotting princes, with Darius, or with 
Daniel? It was the next morning that proved 

who had been most wise, but Daniel’s faith and cour- 
age were [cree te in his choice defore the result was 
evident, aniel was familiar with the den of lions ; 
he knew the unchanging character of the law of the 
Medes and Persians ; he knew the determined en- 
mity of the presidents and princes—but Daniel knew 
also the value of prayer, the joy of fellowship with 
God, the peace of a clear conscience. If prayer had 
meant no more to Daniel than it means to many of 
us, he would scarcely have been ready to keep it up 
at the risk of spending a night in the den of lions. 


Mis: 


Daniel was y to give up life on earth, but he was 
not willing to give up the source of his spiritual life 
and power. 


Every Christian is at times called upon to face 
Daniel's dilemma. There are fears and doubts, there 
are customs and enemies, that would tempt us to give 
up reading the Bible openly, testifying for Christ, 
giving thanks to God in a public restaurant, advo- 
cating the cause of foreign missions among oppo- 
nents, or the giving of life and substance to mission- 
ary work in spite of sneers and criticisms. Most of 
the lions we are thrown among to-day are human 
lions, but they are none the less fierce and hungry. 

Many a convert from heathenism is an example of 
Daniel-like courage. In the early days of u- 
tion in Madagascar the queen forbade all public and 
private Christian worship on pain of death. A man, 
named Rafaralahy, was reported by some enemies 
who owed him money, as not only engaging in private 
worship, but as holding prayer-meetings in his own 
house. In hot anger the queen ordered him placed 
inirons, Then his life and liberty were promised on 
condition that he would disclose the names of his 
Christian companions. He scorned the offer and 
said: ‘‘Ican give up my life, but I cannot give up 
my manhood, my friends, or my God.” 

The source of courage isa clear conscience and 
faith in God and fellowship with Him. ‘These have 
led men and women to live for God and to die for 
God in foreign fields and in‘ home lands. 

Broox.yn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William HH. Ridgway 


—The great of our childhood, but I 
want te natee ee has been in the lions’ 


times I get into New York slums. 
easy when the street is 
In other dark streets I want 


ion by some unscru 
han you would have the Jews judge C 
the ‘‘ Christian” plug-ugly who conducts the grog- 
ry on the corner. Isaac Brau Abe Tuck, 
James Ginns, are among our best citizens, and Sam 
erson the old iron merchant is one of the honestes 
men that comes toour works. We have been ‘‘stung” 
oftener by Gentiles than we ever have by Jews 
(Num. 24 : 9). 


The Saiter Auto.—Prayed...as he did aforetime 
(v. 10). Habits are nine-tenths. Es: ly in thin 
religious. Daniel's praying habits the secret of his 
success. And yours. Can we beassure of you ? (Psa. 
55:17.) When you had ‘‘swell company” the other 
day omi the usual evening worship. John 
Bowen went to Philadelphia to visit the Witherows, 
who used to live over on Harmony Street before they 
struck oil. When Sunday came, Jack wanted to go 
to church ‘‘ as he did aforetime.” But the Witherows 
had out their Packard to go automobiling up the 
Valley Forge way. Now what would you have done ? 
When you find out what Jack Bowen did will 
size him up more completely than if I wrote this page 
full. Well, Jack proved to be a Daniel, and it was 
as hard as the lions, too,—he didn’t go. And the 
Witherows! Why, dear me, you just.ought to hear 
them. They are Jack's best friends, and as proud of 
him as Darius was of Daniel, even though they 
never go to church. 


Backbone.—7he #ing ... was sore displeased 
[with himself | (v.14). Not the last man to feel that 
way. How often have you been out behind the wood- 
shed to kick yourself? In the.rush of flattery he had 
forgotten -all about Daniel's religion. . A. man has 
good reason to be sore sinplncee’. with himself .when 
he does not have.the pluck to fight himself out ef .a 
wrong, A strong man would have ‘‘taken the bull 
by the horns” and the nobles by the neck. Was he 
the king, or not? Do you think that Caesar, Louis 
XI, Napoleon, Emperor William, or King Theodore 
would have had any trouble to keep Daniel out of the 
den? ‘The same power that threw his cabinet in 
would have kept Daniel out, had there been the same 
backbone. This backbone only came after the mani- 
festation of the power of Daniel’s God for deliverance. 
There are certain laws of the Medes and the Persians 
down at the works which the strong ‘‘ King” can set 
aside without demoralizing the plant. When it comes 
to be a matter of a Daniel to the lions, see to it that 
you get the backbone—Mr, King, I’m talking to you, 


Why the Lions’. Den ?—Cast him into the den o 
Jions (v. 16). Did it pay Daniel to be good? Loo 
at those lions. Do troubles come to anybody in 
Coatesville on account of his religion ? Ever to you ? 
Why not? Windows never oe to Jerusalem. How 
did the king know Daniel’s would deliver him ? 
Oh, the emptiness of it! How do you know old Aunt 
Becky’s God will take care of Aunt Becky down there 
in her poor home in The Neck, and you not doing a 
hand’s turn but being ‘‘sorry for her.” Darius’ good 
words were cheap, and so are rs. ‘If God was 
going to deliver Daniel, why didn’t he do it before 
he was put in, and save him the thrill.” Don’t know, 
George. Many a Daniel gets into the lions’ den now- 
adays. The lions of rent, store bills, doctoring, etc., 
there they are,.roaring and showing their teeth, but 
they never harm a Daniel (Matt. 6: 25,31). Why 
does God let such a good man as Henry Ferguson 
get ‘up against it” at all? Wait until the Ferguson 
youngsters make , and you will know. And 
that’s why, George. 


Angels.—My God hath sent his angel, and hath 
shut the lions’ mouths (v. 22). id you ever have 
any experience with angels? Daniel not left alone. 
God's faithful never are. Take care of the right and 
God will take care of you. There are men working 
in the mills of Coatesville better off than in an insur- 
ance company. No lions can ever touch Louis Ham- 
sher, Billy Wilson, Ben Dyson, Daddy Barnes, Tom 
Williams, Bill Steen, and the rest of the old fellows. 
Why? Because for years they have served the mills, 
and the mills take care of them. Isn’t our God as 
careful and as good as the best steel company that 
ever turned a wheel? See that fellow with the big 


basket on his arm going toward The Neck to call on 
old Aunt Becky? Well, that’s the angel shutting 
the mouth of the lions for Aunt Becky the washer- 
woman and her ‘‘roomaticks, honey, roomaticks!” 
(Psa. 34: 7; Heb. 1: 14.) 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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is abundant testimony as to the 
existence of lions in Mesopotamia cen- 
; turies ago. The work of archzologists 


j among the remains of ancient cities has 
brought to light out of the old rubbish a 
eat number of carved pictures of lions, so 

Il of spirit and so true to nature that we 
know the artists had studied the real, live 
beasts. One such piece of pictorial sculpture 
which was in existence (at Nimroud) at the 
time of Daniel’s ordeal is now in the British 
Museum at London. We can study it at 
our leisure by means of a st ph, - 

The stone is a big, flat panel, broader than 
it is high, The carving is in ‘‘ low relief,’’ 
so that the figures stand out but slightly, like 
those on acoin. It took a skilied artist to 

et so much effect of solidity and distance. 
One of the up-country kings who preceded 
Darius as ruler in the s Neige J repre- 
sented in a three-horse c t, right in the 
midst of an exciting lion-hunt. He has 
already shot with heavy arrows one terrible 
beast, and left it in a heap-clawing the air 
with helpless rage. Now, while the gallop- 
ing steeds drag the chariot swiftly past that 
vanquished monster on the joel Vie king 
with his bow and arrow is taking aim at 
some other lion farther ahead. A charioteer, 
standing beside the royal hunter, guides the 
hurrying horses; they are splendid, fiery 
creatures, with strong, muscular legs and 
gaily decofated harness, 

‘The Jiot almost under the horses’ hoofs is 


evidently howling with pain and roaring with ' 


rage. You can‘see that the artist must have 
watched such animals with eager, observant 
eyes, in order to get such a vivid impression 
of the way the relation of bones and muscles 
controls the working of the powerful legs, 
and of the way in which the deadly, sharp 
claws are set on the extremities. e had 
studied, too, the massive build of a lion’s 
jaws, strong enough to crush in an instant the 
comparatively fragile frame of a human crea- 
ture, 

You can see for yourself this ancient pic- 
ture record of one Asiatic lion’s fury, if you 
use a stereograph entitled, ‘‘ A lion of old 
Mesopotamia and royal huntsman in chariot.’’ 


A 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the 
year's ) Bow calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 

The best illustrations of truth are likely to 
be those that come out of the contributors’ 
personal experience. The preference will 
given to such illustrations, when they are 
equally acceptable in point and effectiveness. 


Surrounded God.— The angel of Je- 
hovah encampeth round about them that 
fear him (Golden Text). I was attending a 
prayer-meeting when a poor woman rose to 
speak, and I looked at her, wondering what 
she could say, little thinking she was to bring 
a message to my soul, She said she had 
great difficulty in living the life of faith on 
account of the second causes that seemed to 
control nearly everything that concerned her. 
Her perplexity became so great that she 
began to ask whether he was in every- 
thing or not, After praying for a few days, 
she had what she described as avision. She 
thought she was in a perfectly dark place, 
and that there advanced toward her from a 
distance a body of light which gradually sur- 
rounded and enveloped her and everything 
around her. As it approached, a voice 
seemed to say, ** This is the Presence of 
God.’? While surrounded with this Pres- 
ence all the great and awful things of life 
seemed to pass before her,—fighting armies, 
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beasts, storms and pesti- 

of every kind. She 

shrank back at first in terror, but she soon 

saw that the Presence of God so surrounded 

and enveloped each one of these that not a 

lion could reach out its Pema oor.0: babes By 
the air, except as his Presence 


out of the way to permit it. And she saw/ 
there 


ever so thin a sheet, as it 
were, of this glorious Presence between her- 
self the most terrible violence, not a 
hair of her head could be ruffled, nor any- 
thing touch her, unless the Presence divided 
to let the evil through. It was so also with 
the ogee ant, sonerag: Henatief life. Her 

er question was an- 
: God was in everything, 
and the angel of his Presence saved her,— 
W. Hetherington, Plumstead, England. 
From “Is God in Everything?” by Mrs. 
Pearsall Smith. 


Where to Find the Bravest Men.— Wien 
Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he 
went into his house... and he kneeled upon 
his tnees (v.10). It is related of Lord Clyde, 
states the Rev. E. J. prin chaplain to the 
forces, that on one occasion he asked his 
officers to pick him the bravest men from his 
small army before Delhi, to form the forlorn 
hope in a desperate attack. It was on a 
Sunday evening. ‘‘ There is a prayer-meet- 
ing going on now,”’ they said, *‘in the camp. 
If you go there, you will find all the bravest 
men.’’—W, 8. Clark, Crosland Moor, Hud- 
dersfield, Eng. From The Christian Age. 


Thanks When Shipwrecked.— 
He kneeled upon his knees three times a day, 
and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, 
as he did aforetime (v. 10). e old captain 
had been telling the story of his being wrecked 
in the Gulf Stream. Eight days and nights 
had passed before rescue came, ‘‘ Every- 
thing that we had to eat in that time was 
some raw corn that we saved from the vessel,’’ 
he said, with a glow of thankfulness instead 
of the melancholy tones many others would 
have used. ‘* We suffered much, but we had 
good courage.’’ ‘* What gave you all such 
bravery?’’ one asked. .‘* The strong words 
of Jack Lambert. At first, when great waves 
swooped down upon us, we cried. for mercy. 
Andéther felt his grasp loosening, and’ called 
on God. “Jack said ‘ Messmates, * ug = 
pray er, at morning, noon, and night, 
and thenk God as we dia on land.’ ‘Ay, 
ay!’ we answered back as heartily as we 
could. After that, God seemed right with 
us as every voice pleaded regularly with the 
Almighty. Just at the end of a morning 
prayer one cried, ‘Sail ho!’ and we saw the 
ship that saved us. Jack’s plan was Daniel’s 
plan—and God’s plan !’’— Zhe Rev. Charles 
NV. Sinnett, Carthage, S. D. The prise for 
this week is awarded to this illustration, 


** Prudence,”’ or Duty- Doing ? — And 
when Daniel knew that the writing was 
signed, he went into his house; ...and he 
kneeled upon his knees three times a day,and 
prayed,...as he did aforetime(v. 10), It 
was on a British vessel in the Bay of Biscay. 
The pilot said to the admiral, ‘It will be an 
awful night, and there is a lee shore, and the 
wind is rising.’’ The admiral replied: ‘* Sir, 
you have done your duty in pointing out the 
danger. Lay me alongside the enemy.”’’ 
When God calls you to duty, let prudence 
or timidity put in their remonstrance, but let 
er answer be, ‘‘Lay me alongside that 

ard task, that sacrifice, that danger,’’— 
Juniata Rohrback, Washington, D.C. Quo- 
tation from Theodore L. Cuyler. 


Faster Than By Telegraph.— My God 
hath sent his angel (v. 22). How swiftly 
God speeds the answer to prayer! It is the 
swiftest thing known to man. When they 
were putting up the telegraph wires in the 
Shetland Islands a few years ago,'a keen 
man of business turned to a lad in the crowd, 
and said, ‘‘ What a wonderful thing! When 
those wires are completed you will be able 
to send:a message through to Aberdeen, 
many miles away, and get an answer back 
in twenty minutes,’’ ‘I donot see anything 
wonderful in that,’”’ answered the boy. ‘‘ Do 
you know of anything more wonderful ?”’ 
asked the surprised man. You see, he was 
a thorough man of the world. ‘‘I should 
think I do,’’ said the boy. ‘I have heard 
of people getting an answer before they sent 
their message.’’ ‘* Why, boy, what do you 
mean by that? how could it be?’’ ‘‘Thave 
read in my Bible, ‘It shall come to. pass that, 
before they call, I will answer; and while 
they are yet speaking, I will hear.’ ’’—/James 
XN. Knipe, Albany, N.Y. From The Chris- 
tian Union Herald, 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
Before the Lesson.—Our Pothes, 


Son Jorus Christ in every time 
_as in the peaceful hours of 
! fellowship with the Christlike. Who, indeed, 
shall separate us from the love of Christ, our 
Master, the Lord of life, whom raven- 
ing evil shall not prevail? May we rest in him, 
in quiet courage. In his name we pray. Amen. 
After the Lesson.—I see two pictures 
to-day. The scene of each is in the Col- 
iseum in the city of Rome. In the first 
picture, the seats of that huge stone structure 
circling the open arena with terrace upon 
terrace of massive stone are crowded with 
ee In the arena itself a little group of 
hristians awaits, with prayer and song, the 
coming of the lions. ese early followers 
of the Saviour were to bear witness to him 
by their death, as Daniel bore witness to 
Jehovah by his willingness to meet death if 
need be, He was to livejon in this earthly 
life for service ; they were to enter into the 
new life for service. 
In the second picture, the seats of that 
great Coliseum are empty, and many of them 
roken, ‘The walls are broken in many 
places. It is all a vast ruin of former pride 
and power. But the arena is filled to-day 


with a great amy! of Christians, They 
sing and pray. ut they are not awaiting 
the lions. No terror is in their hearts, for 


they are in no danger, and they have come 
from many parts of the world to talk together 
about the work of the Sunday-school. And 
of all the meetings of that World’s Conven- 
tion none will. be longer remembered than 
this. 

Times have changed. Deliverance has 
come. Unmolested, we worship Jehovah. 
By the witness of Daniel, by the witness of 
others who lived, or who died only to live, 
and by the witriess of people like ourselves 
when we are faithful, the name of the Lord 


| is made known... Why should. we fear?’ 


Whether we live or die for him, we can, bear 
testimony to his: love for men. Let me put 
the story in a few words on the board : 





EATH . EFEATED 
ANIEL ELIVERED 


WHOM SHALL WE FEAR? 


So even now,—yes, especially now,—in 
these glorious days of Christ’s growing do- 
minion, whom shall we fear, when we know 
that we belong to him, and that “fe here 
and hereafter is his blessed will for us? What 
a deliverance he gives us from the lions of 
evil! Have you let him do this for you? 
Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Who is on the Lord's side.” 
** Jesus, and shall it ever be."’ 
“I’m not ashamed to own my Lord.” 
** Our God, our Help in ages past.” 
**In heavenly love abiding.” 
** Abide with me : fast falls the eventide.”’ 
** Am I a soldier of the cross." 
** Dare to be a Daniei."’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm k “ Bible Songs.’”) 
Psalm ot : 7-11 (184 : 7-12). 
Psalm 57 : 1-8 (116 : 3-7). 
Psalm 22 : 7-12 (40 : 4-6). 
Psalm 3: 1-5 (5: 1%, 2). 
Psalm 34 : 11-13 (72 : 1-3). 


% 
Lesson Home-Readings 


Selected under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
itorial Association, and approved by the American 
Section of the International Lesson Committee.) 


M.—Dan. 6 : 1-28 . Danielin the Lions’ Den. 

T.—Heb. 11 : 32-40. . ‘*Stopped the Mouths 
ot Lions.” 

W.—Dan. 3: 1-30. . . Quenched the Power 
of Fire. 


T.—Exod. 12 : 21-35. . The Might of Pharaoh 
Vanquished. 





F.—Exod. 14 : 10-31 . ‘‘ Thus the Lord Saved 
Israel."’ 

S.-2 hog 19 : 14-37. . Saving the Israelites 
from. Sennacherib. 

S.—2 Chron. 20: 5-30. .‘* Ve shall not Need 
to Fight.” - 


437 





| Department Helps | 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Tracuinc.—Brave people do 
right even when it is hard, (Same 
as last em: 

Lesson Story.—How Daniel did right. 

Introduction,—Who remembers the name 
of a boy who was sold by his brothers, car- 
ried to a strange land, and sold again to the 
king’s officer?, One dey, because he dis- 
pleased the officer’s wife, he was put in 

rison, and had to stay more than two years. 

id God forget Joseph? No, indeed—‘* The 
Lord was his helper,’’ He hel Joseph 
to be patient and grow wiser, and to tell the 
meaning of the dreams of the butler and the 
baker, which came true. After a while, 
when the king had a dream, he sent for 

oseph to tell its meaning. God helped 

oseph to make it plain, and the king hon- 
ored him by appointing Joseph his chief 
officer. 

I am sure that all the Hebrew boys loved 
that story. Long afterward, when four other 
Hebrew boys were carried to a strange land, 
it helped them to be brave to do right and to 
trust in their God. 

Review.—Name the four big boys, who 
would not harm themselves with the king’s 
rich food and wine?) Who were the three, 
when older, who would not bow down to 
King Nebuchadnezzar’s golden a ? (Let 
the children retell the ~_ ask for their 
drawings, and note especially the three who 
would not bow down.) Which friend was 
not there? Daniel’s trial came later, when 
all by himself he had to prove that he wor- 
shiped only the true God and would pray to 
no one else. 

Lesson Story, including chaptertwo. One 
time King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream 
which he couldn’t remember. © In the morn- 
ing he called his wise men and told them 
they must tell him his dream. They said, 
No king had ever asked such a hard thing, 
and that no living man could tell the dream. 

King-Nebuchadnezzar become very angry, 
and said if they didn’t tell him the dream 
and its meaning all the wise men should be 
killed, and their houses torn down. When 
Daniel heard about it, he sent word that if the 
king would give him time to pray to his God, 
he would tell him the dream and its mean- 
ing. Like iy he knew that the Lord 
could help him, though it was harder be- 
cause the king had forgotten his dream. 

Daniel asked his three friends to pray with 
him. God did show him the dream and its 
meaning. (Ask your parents to read the 
dream to you at home.) King Nebuchad- 
nezzar made Daniel his chief officer and gave 
his three friends good positions too. 

The other wise men, although Daniel had 
saved their lives, became jealous, and watched 
for a chance to do him harm, They tried to 
“¢ some way to make him stop praying to 

is God. They had to plan without telling 
the king why, because Daniel was the king’s 
favorite. 

It was a long time before their chance 
came. Daniel had told the king the mean- 
ing, of another dream (Chap. 4). He had 
told another king the meaning of some won- 
derful tongs bs the wall 6 : 25-28). Both 
kings gave Daniel beautiful presents and 
great power. At last there was a new king, 
who made Daniel ruler over every other offi- 
cer. Then the jealous officers planned to 
put Daniel to death, if they could. 

In Bible language tell or read about Dan- 
iel in the lions’ den, without embellishment. 
It is a favorite with children. Use ‘‘ The 
Lord is my Helper’’ or ‘“*He Careth for 
You,’’ as a memory verse for the younger 
children, and sing— 





** How strong and sweet my Father's care, 
That round about me, like the air, 
Is with me always, everywhere 
He cares for me."’ 
(Songs for Little People: Pilgrim Press, Boston ; 60c.)} 


The older children may understand and 
learn the full Golden Text. Some one might 
sing a verse or two of the old gospel hymn, 
as a solo, 


** Do you see the Hebrew captive kneeling, 
At morning, noon, and night to pray ?"’ 





or averse or two of ‘‘ Dare to be a Daniel,’’ 
teaching the chorus to the children, and let- 
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ting those who wear the white ribbon call 
themselves ‘‘ Daniel's Band.”’ 

With the picture of ** Daniel in the Lions’ 
Den,’’ use ** Jeremiah Cast into Prison " 
(lesson Aug, 20): ~ who choose to do 
right when they are children, find it easier 
to do’ right when they are older. Because 
Daniel learned to pray to his God when a 
boy, he was brave enough to pray when his 
life was in danger. mes people are 
willing to die for doing the right. The older 
children can a te the devotion of many 
Chinese Christ who would not deny 


Christ during the Boxer uprising. 

God allowed Daniel to live ear) 
to teach others of dys until by and 
so many had prom never to pray to idols 
again, that God let them back to their 
own land, Some day, long, we will 
have that story. 

Hand-work (in Sunday-school or at home). 
—Give each child a plain card or paper, on 
which to draw a window and a line to repre- 
sent Daniel praying there. Let those who are 
able write ‘‘ Daniel was brave.’’ Ask each 
one to hang it on the bedroom wall, to help: 
him to remember, wherever he is, to pray 
to God, every night and morning, as Daniel 
did. ‘The Lord will be your helper. ere 
is greater vulue in emphasizing Daniel’s brave 
act than the punishment for it.) 


Cuicaco, ILL, 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


F YOU were painting this story in three 
| pictures, nt lnaditg characters would 
you need to bring in? What shall we 
call the first picture I. The Window 
Scene. 

Who would be the main character in the 
icture? Where would you place Daniel ? 

hat would he be doing ? e underlined 
** As he did aforetime,’’ and spoke of what it 
indicated in Daniel’s character. We re- 
ferred to ‘‘ facing Jerusalem and the ny gr 
hours for prayer.’? Who else would be 
needed in this picture almost hidden from 
view ? What are they sdypoesd to be doing ? 
Why are they spying? . What law had been: 
made? What was the, motive in. suggesting 
such an unjust measure? io you 
‘think they were sure of catching Daniel by 
this means ? 

What would. you choose for your second 

cture?. We chose: II, The Court Scene; 

at surroundings would you give? Whois 
the king? From verse 14, who now enter ? 
What do you imagine they tell the king? 
How does he receive the news? Has Daniel 
been of any service to him? What would 

u see the king do now? We noted how 

e assembled the satraps and presidents to 
probably consider a way of escape. I ex- 
rage the unchangeableness of their laws. 

as the king right not to break these laws ? 
Who is brought before him now? Notice 
what the king says? Are not these strange 
words for a heathen king to say? What 
will be the effect if Daniel is not saved? 
What order is finally given? We finally see 
the king retire to sleep. Why not? What 
do you suppose keeps him awake? What 
ought he to do? Much insomnia can be 
cured by being at peace with God and man, 

For our third picture, we chose the Lions’ 
Den. “What shall. we need? Why do you 
suppose those lions were there? We can- 
not see inside the lions’ den, but we know 
Daniel is within, Who is the first to ap- 

ch? Hear him call? . What words are 
called? Is there an answer? What has 
happened? Why did thase lions not harm 
Daniel? Why was it important that he 
should be als Was it merely in order 
that Daniel should not die? Underline the 
last part of verse 23. . Tell me Daniel’s pro- 
tection from Psalm 34: 7. We recited it 
from memory. 

If a girl to-day should see a real lion in 
her path, what would she do? My girls 
suggested, ‘‘Run away,’’ ** Turn back.’’ 
What would it mean, then, to say, ‘‘ A girl 
began to do some work, but saw a ‘lion’ 
ahead in the path’’? What might serve as 
lions to frighten girls from their duty? 
Think how many times since Daniel’s day 
the miracle of the lions has been repeated. 
Throughout the years who were the strong 
lions able and anxious to destroy Israel ? 
Do you see how they were rendered harm- 
less? How many times have you been 
preserved ? _ Count the occasions when you 
might have been destroyed by strong lions. 
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Truly you must be loved as much as Daniel, 
and the of the Lord must also have 


delivered yout Are rendering the} 
life in return ? or ‘ 


thankful : 
Home Work on Next Week's Lesson. 
For next week: Read and write Psalm 
#47: How was it illustrated in Daniel's 
i 


Read Ezekiel’s call: Ezekiel 1 : 1-3 and 
2:1-7, Where did Ezekiel prophesy 
Read Ezekiel 2 : 8 to 3: 11. What 


on had Ezekiel for his work ? What | by 


eating the roll suggest ? 
Read Ezekiel 3 ; 10-21. How was Ezekiel 
to be a watchman? What was his warning? 
Read Ezekiel 33: 1-9. What are the ad- 
vantages of having a watchman ? 

‘Read Ezekiel 4. Mention some symbols 
Ezekiel used to attract attention and illus- 
trate. i 

Read one of his parables (Ezek. 37 : 1-14). 
What encouragement would this give the 
exiles ? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Your Class of Boys 


And One New Plan Every Week 
By Amos R. Wells 


OU may arouse the attention and interest 
of the by asking them if they have 
ever read of a lion-hunter, and calling 

upon them to name some lion-hunters ; then 
tell them that we are to have a lion hunt 
right in the class to-day. But first we are to 
study how to do it by considering the exper- 
ience of one of the bravest lion-hunters that 
ever lived,—Daniel. 


This Week's Novelty.—Prepare for the 
lesson by cutting out some cea of a lion 
standing,—a side view, race this on a 
sheet of paper and then cut out eight or ten 
duplicates of it. Mount these upon. paste- 
board, paint them yellow (or cat them out of 
yellow paper), and providé for each a stand- 
os? so that it will speed alone. gid 

Vext' prepare a'den or cage for the lions, 
using a. pasteboard box, painted 
represent stone, Leave it open at the top, 
but cut a square opening in one side and 
fasten strings across the opening at regular 
intervals to represent iron bars. 

The real lions that attacked Daniel, you 
will tell the class, were the elements of hos- 
tility toward him, , Ask the boys to tell what 
these causes of enmity were, and as each is 
mentioned, let the boy that names it, or all 
the boys in turn, place one lion in the den. 
The causes were enmity of Daniel excited by 
his rapid advancement to power, dislike of a 
foreigner and slave. thus promoted, hatred 
because of his superior wisdom, fear of his 
power second only to that of the king, that 
evil men felt. themselves condemned by 
Daniel’s virtue, that thieves and oppressors 
were checked by his just and firm govern- 
ment, that they might. be punished by him 
for their wrongdoing, and the desire to get 
his place for themg2lves,—here are at least 
eight lions, all ready to spring upon Daniel. 
After they are in the cage see how many of 
them can be nemed again by the boys, 

Appoint a boy to be one of the con- 
spirators, and ask him to tell, in the. first 
person as if he had been there, about the first 
attempt to find something wrong in Daniel’s 
conduct, and the result. Urge the boys to 
make sure that their enemies—and they never 
can be sure of not having enemies—will not 
be able to find and handle in their own 
wrongdoing any more than in Daniel’s. 

Appoint a second boy to be another of the 
conspirators, and let him tell (also using ‘‘1’’ 
throughout) aboat the second attempt against 
Daniel, and the decree that ‘was obtained 
from Darius. Then appoint a boy to be 
Daniel, and te tell, in the first person; what 
he did when this decree was published, and 
why he did it. At this point have one of the 
boys, who has practised in advance, read to 
the class that stirring hymn on this event, 
‘*Do you see the. Hebrew captive kneel- 
ing,’’—No, 643 in ‘*Gospel Hymns, Nos, 
eee 

Appoint still another boy to be another 
conspirator and to tell how he informed 
against Daniel. Then let a boy be King 
Darius, and tell in the first person how he 
tried in vain to save Daniel, and how the 
prophet was at last thrown into the den ; 
ther about. his own sleepless night and how. 


he found Daniel in the morning. As.a-con- 


ray to]. 


clusion have the boys read in concert the last 
half of verse 23. 

** Now, ‘boys, for the lion hunt !’’ 

Each boy is asked to name one of the lions 
that assail those that ar> truc to God to-day. 


pth = gh ote hears pees dm 
pasteboard lions out sets it up 
on the table or the floor. the 


spear will kill the ridicule lion? One of the 
boys may wisely su firmness. He will 
then take a spear and throw it at the lion, 
trying to pierce it and overthrow it. If he 
does not succeed, some other “‘ lion-hunter ’’ 
must try. 

And thus the lion of envy may be killed 
the s of unselfishness, the lion of jeal- 
ousy ay spear of helpfulness, the lion of 
slander by the spear of innocence, the lion of 
persecution the spear of iaith, the lion 
of plotting by ahapar fake gases 4g the lion of 
threats by the spear of words, the lion of 
enagel Pe ue, love. Of course the 

not be al robably, to suggest 
all these ‘‘lions’’ pod pres i but get 
what you can from them, and their 
suggestions, if within the mark at even 
though you must abandon some of these 
names, 

Close the recitation by another concert 
repetition of the last half of verse 23. 


Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 


Glance over the first two chapters of Ezek- 

iel. Read the account of fae in cae 
Bible dictionary or encyclopedia. 
Ezekiel 3. What is meant by Ezekiel’s eat- 
ing the roll of the book? What was the 
work of Ezekiel as a prophet? What work 
that is like his is every Christian to do? 

Boston, 


The Adult Bible Class 
iy. President Frank K.. Sanders, .D.D. 
How Daniel was Protected from Al 
Harm. when Thrown into the - 
Den of Lions (Dan. 6), 


CONDUCTING THE CLAss SESSION, 


HE sixth chapter of Daniel introduces 
some very perplexing historical ques- 
tions, The greatest of these really be- 

gins with verse 31 of chapter 5, where 
** Darius the Mede”’ is said to have ‘‘re- 
ceived the kingdom’’ after the death of 
Belshazzar. 

The sixth chapter treats Darius unmis- 
takably as the rightful sovereign. He or- 
ders the whole kingdom (v. 1) and makes 
decrees (vs. 25, 26) as one that is supreme 
in power. The twenty-eighth verse makes 
him a predecessor of Cyrus the Persian, and 
in 9: 1 he is called ‘‘the son of Ahasuerus 
of the seed of the Medes, who wus made 
king over the realm of the Chaldeans.”’ 

But no such person is mentioned in any 
other historical source, and the contempo- 
raneous inscriptions do not seem te leave 
any room for an independent king of Baby- 
lon between the last Babylonian king, Na- 
bonidus (whose son and probable co-regent 
was Belshazzar), and Cyrus, the conqueror 
of Babylonia, Cyrus had plenty of Medes 
in his army, but none of them, so far as our 
historical sources go, was ever recognized, 
even for a brief period, as the sovereign. 

The most reasonable explanation of the 
difficulty is that Gobryas, the general of 
Cyrus, was given sovereign power for a 
while in Babylonia. Gobryas may have 
been a Mede, although there is no evidence 
to prove his nationality. The Annaistic 
Tablet of Cyrus states that on the ‘‘third 
day of Marheshwan [Oct.—Nov.]. .. Gubaru 
his governor appointed governors in Baby- 
lon.’’ It might be true that in the absence 
of Cyrus his Median viceroy assumed royal 
responsibilities. Why he was called Darius 
no one can explain. Nor is it easy to un- 
derstand how any viceroy could organize the 
whole empire (v. 1), or by his signature to a 
decree make it into unalterable law for the 
empire, or have occurrences dated by his 
reign (9 : 1). But Friedrich Delitzsch’s 
suggestion. about Gobryas is the most prob- 
able explanation of the difficulty yet: avail- 
able. i ; 

At-the fall of Babylon Daniel would have 





decree. 


Psa. § : 7; 28: 2). 
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at his pro t, and watched him closely 
but oe since his administration was 
flawless. ow, then, did they conclude 


cleverly to-make his private devotions 
matter of treason. 

It is difficult to believe that either Cyrus 
or Darius the Great would have been drawn 
into any such as that which the officials 
pe this tocnter, They were as 
tolerant as possible of alicn faiths, and par- 
ticularly of a private worship such as that of 
the Jews, ucted without a temple, But 
this king secms to have been readily per- 
suaded to make the rather Corres 
decree. He gives evidence of a nov- 
ice at the business of sovereignty. 

The officers ‘‘swarmed tumultu- 
ously ’’ (see n) before the king to urge 
him to decree that for thirty days no one 
should worship or petition any being save 
himself. 

The punishment of being thrown to the 
lions may have been practised by the Baby- 
lonian kings, who certainly kept many of 
these beasts for hinting el nar 

The fine old hero was undisturbed by the 
He kept up. his regular habit of 
prayer, three times a day. As he prayed he 
looked in the direction of Jerusalem, as was 
the custom of pious Jews (1 iat de 2443 

; ow we are bound to 
admire the balanced calmness of the aged 
Daniel, exposed to thé danger of a terrible 
fate, but making no change in his action for 
TE TOO il haste sclks aia: Sin e 

Ilis enemiés accused Daniel to the king, 
who with real reluctance finally gave orders 
to execute the penalty, since the law, once 
formally proclaimed, could not be abrogated. 

What showed the sympathy of the king 
with Daniel, and his hope that his chief 
officer would be saved ? 

Daniel was enclosed in the pit for the 
night, but at daybreak th. king himself 
hastened to discover what had happened. 
He was met by the calm assurance that God 
had protected Daniel, who was his innocent 
servant. The accusers and their families 
were thrown to the savage lions, which 
caught and crushed them in mid-air. 

The proclamation was about as effective 
as the rest of Darius’ statesmanship, but it ex- 
hibited the impression of this event upon the 
royal mind. It gave him great reverence 
for Daniel’s God, whose supremacy he ac- 
knowledged in striking terms. 

Daniel’s trial was reserved until his ex- 
treme old 
the very end. 

The New King of Babylon. How did he 
come to be the king for a while? What do 
we know about his policy? 

The Unconsidered Law. Uow do we ac- 
count for the request for such a law? What 
was its substance? What made it binding 2? 

The Conduct of Daniel. What did he 
continue to do? at was the penalty? 


, but he continued faithful to 


The Den of Lions. How did Daniel fare * 
His accusers ? : 

The King’s Message. Uow did it testify 
to God? 


Books THAT May Be Usep. 


The booklet by Dr. Sanders on the 1911 
lessons, outlining the entire year’s course, 
giving sound help on the conduct of an adult 
class, and naming, with brief descriptions, a 
large variety of books to choose from for 
collateral reading, may be ordered from The 
Sunday School Times Co., at 10 cents. 


Deane’s *‘ Daniel’’ in the **Men of the 
Bible Series’’ is full of information but 
not very balanced in judgment. Farrar’s 
**Daniel’’ is rich in detailed exposition. 
With regard to ‘‘Darius,’’ see any recent 
dictionary. of the Bible or any history of 
Israel; Prince,. ‘‘ Critical Commentary ’’ 
(pp. 44-56), has an exhaustive discussion 

















LESSON FOR SEPT. 24 (Dan. 6) 
jefe tht sonjerture tha the word may bea 
sort oftitle. = at 


DatLy.Home Work on Next Lgsson. 
The next lesson considers Exchiel 1-24, 


Tuesday. Ezekiel 1 : 15-28. The 
viclow of the: ‘shadhs, dhe Areciiions 
or which su and the 


throne on which Jehovah sat. How curi- 
ously different from Isaiah 6: 1 or Amos 
7:14! ; 

Ww -—Read Ezekiel 2: 1 to 3: 11. 
Ezekitl’s mission as the yhet of. 
,rebellious and obstinate people. t was 
‘the significance of the sweetness of the roll, 
when he had eaten it? 


.—Read Ezekiel 3 : 12-27. How 
Ezekiel realized what his duty was to be. 
Friday.—Read Ezekiel 33 : 1-20. A fuller 
statement of the duties and responsibilities 
ofa prophetic watchman. 

_ Saturday.—Read Ezekiel 18: 1-9, 14-20 
25-32. The great assertion of individual 
responsibility to God, which was a forward 
step in rel thinking. 

Sunday.—Read Acts 20: 17-38, which 
illustrates the fidelity with which Paul exe- 
cuted his apostolic mission, 


THE Next Lesson OUTLINED FOR STUDY. 


i. The Prophet Ezekiel, (1) When was 
he taken to Babylonia? (2) How long was 
it before he had his vision of Jehovah? (3) 
To what rank in society did he belong ? 

2. His Vision and Call. (4) Where did 
Ezekiel get the idea of the complicated 
creatures of his vision? (5) For what were 
they the setting? (6) Compare his call with 
that of Amos, 

“3. The Nature of his Ministry. (7) In 
what mood were the people tobe? (8) How 
dfd Jehovah give him courage to take up the 
Ss te a a cB ot 4 

‘4. Thé Prophet a Watchman. (9) For 
what was he to be responsible? (10) How 
“about his hearers? 


WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KAN, 








Found Right Path 
After a False Start 


‘*In 1890 I began to drink coffee. 

‘At that time I was healthy and en- 
joyed life. At first I noticed no bad 
effects from the indulgence, but in course 
of time found that various troubles were 
coming upon me. 

‘*Palpitation of the heart took unto 
itself sick and nervous headaches; kid» 
ney troubles followed, and eventually 
my stomach became so deranged that 
even a light meal caused me serious 
distress. 

‘‘Our physician’s 
to help me, and then 
patent medicines till I wast 
disgusted and hopeless, 

‘‘Finally I began to suspect that coffee 
was the cause of my troubles. I experi- 
mented by leaving it off, except for one 
small cup at breakfast. This helped 
some, but did not altogether relieve my 
distress, It satisfied me, however, that 
I was on the right track. 

‘So I gave up coffee altogether and 
began to use Postum. In ten days I 
found myself greatly improved, m 
nerves steady, my head clear, my kid- 
neys working better and better, my 
heart’s action rapidly improving, my 
ig ome improved, and the ability to eat 
a hearty meal without subsequent suf- 
And this con- 


rescriptions failed 
dosed nae with 
oroughly 


fering restored to mie. 
dition remains. 

‘* Leaving off coffee and using Postum 
did this, with no help from drugs, as I 
abandoned the use of medicines when I 
began to use the food drink.” Name 
given by Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

‘« There’s a reason,” and itis explained 
in the little book, ‘*The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 


& | amazement. 
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| very much interested. But his interest sud- 


denly grew into the most intense excitement 
on the day when the missionary ar- 
rived—all because the visitor brought with 
him his little daughter Persis, digs 

Just look!’ Fu Lu said to himself in 
**Her eyes are blue, while 
mine are brown! Her is yellow; mine is 
black. Her hair is scattered all over her head; 
mine is braided in a quene. How very 
queer she is!”’ 

Persis had a flaxen-haired, blue-eyed doll 
named Joy, which had just come from Amer- 
ica, and at once Fu Luadmired the doll and 
thought it one of the finest of playthings, 

On the second day after she came to Fu 
Lu’s house, the girl could not find her doll 
anywhere. Finally she went out into the court- 
yard behind the house, and then she saw 
something that filled her with indignation. 

Seated bolt upright on a large stone was her 

recious doll, while in front of her, face 
wed to the ground, was Fu Lu. He ac- 
tually seemed to be praying toher Joy! She 
rushed over to the stone and seized the doll. 

‘¢ What were you doing to my Joy, you 


boy?’ 4 

Fa Lu slowly got up from the ground, 
surprise on his yellow face. 

** Ai! I was only She is 
my little foreign dess,”” he said. 

“Fu Lu!’ the little maiden paneye 
** Were you really praying to my dolly?” 
Why, that was making an idol out of her! 
It is wrong to pray to an idol,’’ she said. 

“6 But, 
earnestly, **I was praying for rain. ‘‘ My 
uncle told. me today that his crop of beans 
will ‘soon Be tuinéd If tain doesnot come. 
Is.not all of San Tan city praying to the gods 
oe  deadlhlledete ie ad tii . 


aying to her. 


astonished. Well, then,’ went on Fu 
Lu triumphantly, ‘‘I just had to pray to 
the little foreign goddess, Give her to me.’’ 

But the eink held on the tighter, and. ran 
in consternation to tell her father. 

Fu Lu went to sleep early that night. He 
had faith in his prayers, and knew that his 
little goddess would soon send rain to save 
his uncle’s beans. During the night he 
thought he heard shouts and sounds of con- 
fusion,though he was too sleepy to find out 
what they were. Bright and early in the 
morning he sprang from his bed and ran to 
the window to see if it had rained. 

What a sight met his eyes! There was 
water everywhere. The street was full, the 
court wasswimming, and all that he could see 
except the water and the outside wall was 
Hung Swan, the gatekeeper, wading about. 

‘¢ Hung Swan! What’s the matter? ’’ he 
cried out of the window. ‘‘ Where did the 
water come from ?”’ 

The gateman looked up, saw the open-eyed 
child, and replied good-naturedly, ‘* Don’t 
you know, boy? There were heavy rains up 
country yesterday, and it rained here a little 
last night, too; so the river rose during the 
night. Everything is covered with water.’’ 

Fu Lu was astounded. ‘ But the bean- 
crop—is it all right? ’’ he asked. 

** All the crops are gone, and the—’’ 

But the boy had disappeared. With the 
anguish of bitter disappointment he threw 
himself on the floor for a moment, then, with 
a new inspiration, ran into the hall where 
Persis had left Joy the night before. 

Down on his knees he fell before the 
flaxen haired-haired goddess, and all forget- 
ful of those who might hear him, he wailed 
a bitter cry: ‘*Oh, little goddess-from-the- 
foreign-land, take it away! I did not know 
yourpower. Oh, little foreign goddess, take 
the rain away!’’ Then he fell to sob- 
bing as though with a broken heart. 

“Fu Lu!” a voice behind him cried. 
Startled, he rose to his feet, and turned his 
tear-stained face to Pastor Han. 

‘*Oh, Pastor Han!’ besought the boy. 
** My uncle’s beans are gone ; what shall I 
do?’’ 

The pastor silently led him to another 
toom, and then said: ‘* Fu Lu, why did 


| idols’? ”’ 


ersis, you see,’ the boy replied | 


, * Describe Livingstone’s work in Africa. 
Persis could not say anything; she was too 





you forget? Why did. you. pray to the idols 
temember. the 


BP pe not. First | 
‘ ‘am not permitted to worship | 


yesterday morning—don’t remem- 
ber how the thunder awakened ma? 

, Fu Lu did remember ; t must have 
been that rain, after all. ‘* Then I did not 
ruin my uncle’s beans? ’’ be asked, in relief. 

“No, Fu Lu, » by did not have anything 
to do with it, ye * true God ' sends us the 
rains, and when gee preved to Joy you did 
neither good nor ... But see here, boy, ’* 
he added, as the child’s face broke into a’ 
bright smile, ‘‘ remember this: /¢ is wrong 
to pray to idols,” 

Fu Lu’s head nodded emphagically, until 
his queue bobbed up and down, ‘Yes, I 
shall remember, It #s.wrong to pray to idols,’’ 
he said soberly, | 

I-cHOW-FU, SHANTUNG Province, CHINA, 





The Young People’s 
_Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, September 24, 1911. 
A Missionary Journey Around the World. 
IX. Missions in Africa (Acts 8 : 26-40) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 

Mon.—Souls 8) desert places (Matt. 9 : 
35-38). 

Tues.—A promise (Isa. 45 : 14). 

Wed.—Light in the gloom (Isa. 9 : 2-4). 

Thurs.+Habitations- of cruelty (Psa. 74: 
20-22). ; 

Fri.—God's freedmen (Rom,.6 : 16-23). 

Sat.—Help to the uttermost (Heb. 7 : 24-26). 


dang mhond 











Tell of present-day missions there. 
What is Africa's greatest need ? 


HE population of Africa is 127,000,000. 

There ‘are at work among these mil- 

lions 2,729 missionaries, and 15,016 

native preachers and teachers, and there are 
378,561 Protestant communicants, 

Africa is the great pagan continent. Two- 
thirds of its population are pagans. And 
what is paganism? Mr. Naylor, in ‘* Day- 
break in the Dark Continent,’’ answers : 

** Paganism is not all ‘superstition, but it 
approaches so nedr this low levél that it ap- 
pears a jumble of superstitious fears, spirit- 
ualistic terrors, and horrible rites. It is the 
chaos of religion, where faith and morals are 
without form and void. In Africa its dark- 
ness is unrelieved even by such pale light as 
emanates from the heathen religions of 
China, India, Japan, and Korea, Paganism 
produces debasing conceptions of gods, men, 
and religion, The grossest vices and immo- 
ralities are enjoyed equally’ by gods aad 
men, and are in conformity with pagan re- 
ligion. Unwholesome and immoral] customs 
are thus deeply implanted in the African 
social system. 

** Lying, stealing, polygamy, slavery, and 
promiscuous living have the countenance 
and approbation of pagan religion. Drunk- 
enness, gluttony, every form of licéntious 
debauchery, and even murder, are features of 
the festivals of pagan religion. ‘The un- 
speakable, unthinkable horrors of witchcraft, 
human sacrifice, burial alivé, and cannibal- 
ism are inextricably intertwined with pagan 
religion. The reflex influence is inevitab] 
a callousness to-'suffering, and .a fiendis 
gloating in brutalities. Heredity and con- 
tinued practise through deoaahe of years 
have steeped the people in inbred supersti- 
tions and animal passions, Intrenched ever 
more deeply, the accumulating depravity in- 
creases from generation to generation with 
manifold power.’’ 

And what will reach and transform this 
paganism? Will mere commercial civiliza- 
tion do it? Dr. James Stewart answers in 
** Dawn in the Dark Continent ”’ : 

** Another question arises: Will a civiliza- 
tion based on this Utilitarian or Trade and 
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*Tt may be said that it is not the direct 
aim or duty of these commercial influences 
to civilize or a morally, There is 
every reason for believing that they neither 
can nor wish to do such work, in spite of all 
belief to the contrary. If a wholesome and 
beneficial civilization is to be introduced, 
that can only be done by the introduction 
and direct teaching of Christianity.’’ 

And Christianity is working the change. 
Josgeh Thomson, the African .traveler, said 
of the work of the Scotch Presbyterians in 
Nyassaland in 1879: 

** Where. international effort has failed, an 
upassuming mission, supported only by a 
small section of the British people, has been 
quietly and unostentatiously, bet most suc- 
cessfully realizing in its own district the en- 
titre program of the Brussels Conference, I 
refer to the Livingstonia Mission of the Free 
Church of Scotland. This mission has proved 
‘itself, in every sense of the word, a civilizing 
center. By it slavery has been stopped, 
desola Wars put an end to, and peace and 
security given to a wide area of the country.” 

Another witness is Major Macdonald, 
speaking of British East Africa : ‘ 

“Instead of a savage heathen kingdom, 
where a man’s life was rated at the price of 
an ox, and a woman was an article of barter, 
and where justice went to the highest bid- 
der, the Uganda of to-day is a well-ordered 
state, steadily improving in the arts of civi- 
lization and culture, where po man can Jose 
this property or his life at thé arbitrary will 
gf e great, Sr without a fair and open trial. 
. This along is,no small thing to have achieved, 
‘and @ large share ‘in its Ger werperty 
undoubtedly due to the patient toil’ of the 
‘Christian lionaries,”’ 

And foremost among the missionary names 
blazoned on the Dark Continent is David 
Livingstone’s. Nowhere are the story and 
— of this great life better summarized 
‘than on the stone over his grave in West- 
minster Abbey: 

Brought by faithful hands 
Over Land and Sea 
Here Rests 
DAVID LIVINGSTONE, 
Missionary, ‘I'raveler, Philanthropist, 
Born March 19, 1813, 
At Blantyre, Lanarkshire. 
Died May 4, 1873, 
At Chitambo’s Village, Ilala. 


On the right border of the stone is a Latin 
sentence, and along the left border : 
Other sheep I have which are not of this fold, 


Them also I must bring, and they shall hear 
My voice. 


What have we done for Africa? 
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For the You 


BALTIMORE, Mp. ie 
thly ? anita e i sit quan al, sg fl 
mon ould you have it nal, or re- 
late. it 10 the lessons of the, department ?— 
Each Conerentey | calendar should be Ja 
enough to ell seen th t the Fave 
The size would therefore seem to indicate 
that a large monthly calendar would be most 
ye unless. the room is very small, 
he ee full size cardboard is not too large. 
In the Beginners de 
idea may be continu roughout the year 
with good effect, for ped pee of the sea- 
son could be different, one relating to the 
nature side, one to the children’s activities 
at that reer _— ae be s a pein 
type typical e time possible. 
» the same plan big an ong hog “ 
mary d rimeet, tthe plan feve 
be varied x ere by using 
means of education My oneliee with t the 
offering servicc, In this way the missionary 


i be a, 
@ tee chjoct to which the mosey of & 


children is contributed be e ie of an 
In bog Be schools aac calendats are so ar- 

Tra kept from r to 

pee tages thé portion prc dea vst 


Where there is pe o' board space 
some teachers prefer to have the “calendar 
drawn from month to month, thus giving an 
element of freshness to the work, In any 
case clo not continue to display the calendars 
of the past month, no matter how beautiful 
they may be. 

AEBANY, N. ¥.—Would you insist: on. the 
pupils in the Junior department: doing their 
work on the lessons at tome? = | 
have'so thany pupils'who do not have-ericour- 






revere 


‘eur pépre that 


nt know th 


It isa ‘sad’  coulaih 
the pupils in the Sun séem: tobe. 
able to get the interest. fp the nts on 
about everything else but the things which 
are the most vital. In inning the Graded 
Lessons it is a great mistake not to start the 
=| ree on the work either in the session of 
the school or in connection with some social 
affair, so that the interest of the pupil shall 
be fully aroused, and there will be no mis- 
understanding on the part -of the pupil later 
as to what is required or. desired frem him, 
After this start has been made, it is then 
wise to get the work: done at home, if 
possible, Frequent examination of the work 
of the pupils should be made by the teacher, 
not waiting until the end of the quarter. 
But where the teacher knows that the pupils 
either are not sufficiently interested to do 
the work at home, or that the conditions for 
such work are not favorable, then some 
other plan should be ad 

In some schools the pupils come early and 
do their work before school, talking it over 
with the teacher and with each other, and 
in this way getting a good deal out of the 
time... This is done successfully even in 
morning schools, Still others: find that it is 
best to set apart a time in the school session 
when the pupil’s work receives attention, 
those not up-to-date doing the work, while 
those who i completed their tasks look 
at additional pictures on the su 
other interesting work provided 
that/no idle pupils are in the class. 

We need constantly to. remember that the 
pupils will always respond to our requests 
for work if they are really interested in the 
subject-matter and in us; and, if we do not 
get the results we desire, it is a pretty safe 
thing for us to question ourselves first, to 


ey or have 
r them, so 


| see whether: we™ 


nt the seasonal | - 


_ phen hd on school, or extend it even 
| clude the entire work of the church? 


; evatlenis for 





ger'Grades | 





look. into the 


temperamen d conditions, 
freedom of plan may get better results 


PITTSBURGH, PA,—Last summer we had an 
exhibit of the work of our in connection 
with the Graded Lessons. [t created quite an 
‘interest, ees for us the co- 


bat 
defer it until fall, elm 8 he Cea Dia 
sons start each year with October. We would 
also like to vary our plans so as to maintain 
ee Te ee 


The fall would seem to be a better time of 
os bard under all the circumstances, The 
ed Lessons start each new series at that 

rake and then the interest aroused would 
make a good start for the new year of work. 
This year, why not try an exhibit which 
shall include all the efforts of the church for 
the educational work ae the Sunday- 
rther, and in- 

If the 
latter plan is adopted, it would include the 
work of the young people’s ‘societies as well. 
as the missionary work of the church, both 
liome and foreign. If the effort is confined 


-to the Sunday-school only, then it would still 


include the missionary work, but of course 
be more limited in its se 
The exhibit should include all the aids 
used in the school for the superintendent 
and officers, including the secretary, or it 
mig gh oO. aot th and ete to show a 
possibilities of the wor’ core. Fhe helps 
“these officers, 5: gins 
ntpd apa die ec rasiectl 
“text-books cindy 90 to thie 
course of study will of course form a’ pait of 
the exhibit, and may be mounted separately, 
or with. the pupil’s helps, ‘. But,in addition 








to the regular lesson-helps a reference library 


will prove very helpful. This can be ex- 
tensive or limited only to the direct sugges- 
tions as found in the lesson text-books.' 
These helps, or reference library, can best be 
displayed in sectional book-cases, which can 
usually be easily obtained for this purpose. 

The picture exhibit would include all the 
pictures used, or rather available for the use 
of the teachers, either as issued for the les- 
sons or procurable from other sources. Some 
teachers are collecting from magazines, cover 
designs, and other sources, so that such an 

exhibit will suggest possibilities to other 
teachers who otherwise ‘might not have 
thought of the wealth of material near at 
hand, A table with the pr hs used 
for the older pupils will be foun of i interest. 

The missionary material available for use 
with the Graded Léssons, or usable for the 
several grades in connection with the offer- 
ing service, the review talks, or for week- 
day work will prove a great attraction to both 
teachers and pupils, as well as those inter- 
ested in missionary effort through the 
women’s societies, A curio cabinet, objects 
for use of the teacher, articles constructed 
by the pupils, pictures, mottoes, and books, 
will make a very interesting section of the 
exhibit. 

‘The decoration of the room, the attractive 
mounting and display of the pictures, and 
the social features which may be added to 
the exhibit, will help to make it an occasion 
to be reniembered, and cannot fail to create 
a new interest in the school on the part of 
those who, perhaps for lack of information 
as to what the school is at present doing, 
have heretofore withheld their active co-op- 
eration. 
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at the end of a busy day; when vitality is 
Then Horsford’s Acid Phosphate 
comes to the rescue of tired nerves. 
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In 1902 there was ‘one 
Oe ceo student to 
every one hundred and 
day-school. — we 
fn 1911, one to-eight. 


That shove. what magnificent oan: 
gress in numbers has been made’ 
toward a frained teaching force in the 
Sunday-schools of our land. — 





The teacher, not of to-morrow’s 
Sunday-school alone, but of to-day’s, 
is a trained teacher. 


Are you? 

"Has the rising tide of teacher- -train- . 
ing lifted you, as it has thousands of 
others, to a.surer skill, a higher effi- 
ciency - Are you getting vouRts ? 


~ You do not need to turn wei ons 
the class-work you are now doing for 
those very human ‘boys or gitls who 
need you. ‘You can make a study of 
teacher-training in your spare. time 
just by yourself, if you must doit that 
way or not at all. 


~ But try instead to get-a little group 
of fellow-teachers together to meet one 
hour a week,’ and select one: of ied 
}own number as leader. the 


aithete ark? several ‘podks eitiaiviig 
Standard Courses approved by the 
International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. Of these, the book that The 
Sunday School Times urgently com- 
mends is oné that was’ outlined and 
prepared under the advice of a group 
of specialists, and in which the various 
departments of the work were treated 
by several specialists of international 
reputation, This book, ‘* Training 
the Teacher,’’ is published by The 
Sunday School Times Co., and’ was 
written by Dr. A. F. Schauffler, Mrs, 
Antoinette Abernethy Lamoreaux, 
Professor Martin G. Brumbaugh, and 
Marion Lawrance, comprising studies 
of The Book, The Pupil, The Teacher, 
The School. 





But see the book before you set 
about the study of- any course, either 
by yourself or in a class. 


It will be sent on approval. In re- 
taining it you pay 35 cents for the 
paper edition ; 50 cents for the cloth 
edition. Should you return it, you 
simply. pay.the return postage,—4 
cents on the paper edition, 5 cents on 
the cloth edition. 


And now, to-day, is the best time 
to ask for a copy on approval. 


Tue Sunpay Scnoo. Times. Co., 
1631 Walnut Street; Philadelphia, Pa: 











